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Yuko FUKUE* : Study of Raccoon Dogs, Nycterutes procyonoides, in Marunochi, Kanazawa

: Morphometric Variation

ABSTRUCT : Total of seventeen Raccoon dogs { Nycterutes procyonoides) in Marunou-
chi, Kanazawa, were captured for a study of morphometric variation and to make
a comparison with other studies. The results show that testis volume increases in
spring. Body weight differs among studied populations. However, it is still early to
suggest the factor causing this phenomenon, and further studies are needed.
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Table 1. Measurement of external body size

NO. DATE SEX AGE WEIGHT H.L. HAL. E.L. HFL T.1 T.2 N.C. T.v.

1 900727 M Y 1880 12.5 4.0 4.0 9.8 12.0 - 18.8
2-1 900729 M Y 1900 11.5 44.0 3.8 9.8 11.5 — 17.9
2-2 900906{(d) Y 2960 15,5 50.5 5.4 11.9 18.0 14.5 19.9
3-1 900911 M Y 2880 13.8  50.5 — 11.7 — — 20.3
3-2 901207 Y 6200 14.0 55.0 5.3 — 17.0 150 21.0 2.05
3-3 900303 A 5680 14.5 - 5.8 — 22.5 18.3 23.8 2.53
4 901002 M A 3650 — 5.0 5.6 11.5 265 19.5 18.5
5 901106 F ? 3500 11.5 50.5 - 1.5 20.0 16.5 18.2
6 901207 F ? 4200 14.0 58.0 50 11.5 21.0 19.0 20.5
7-1 910330 F A 4390 13.5 55,6 55 11.8 21.0 17.2 19.6
7-2 910817 A 5120 — — — — — — —
8-1 910714 F Y 1100 9.2 3.5 24 7.5 13.3 — —
8-2 910906 Y 2750 11.2  50.5 4.9 11.2 21.5 17.8 16.8
9 910714 M Y 1400 8.5 385 2.9 7.2 10.9 — 12.0
10 910915(d) F A 4100 11.6 51.8 4.9 9.8 23.0 20.3 17.8
11 911011(d) M Y 4500 11.8 50.5 4.7 11.6 240 21.5 18.6
12 911205 M ? 4000 13.4 545 4.7 11.7 20.5 15.5 19.4 1.40

H.L.- head length, H.A.L.- head and body length, E.L.- ear length, H.F.L.- hind foot length, T.1
- tail length that include tail hair, T.2 - tail length that do not include hair, N.C.- neck circuit, T.V.-
testis volume. (d) means dead raccoon dog in traffic accidents.

Table 2. Comparison of average weight from five different localities

study area average weight (kg) references
Kanazawa, Isikawa 4.53+0.87 (3.5—6.2) n=10 in this study
Ebino 1, Kagoshima 2.82+0.58 (2.1—3.23) n=9 lkeda, 1982
Ebino 2, Kagoshima 3.7 n=>5 Oscar et al., 1989
Nibetsu, Akita 5.3 n=>5 Oscar et al., 1989

Nyugasayama, Nagano 3.92+1.27 (2.3—6.8) n
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Yachimori, 1992
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