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The One-to-One Tutoring Support for
International Students at Japanese Writing Support Unit:
Toward the development of autonomous writing skills in Japanese

Yoshiko Matsuta

ABSTRACT

This paper reports on institution support to international student's development of
autonomous writing skills in Japanese, investigating the support systems of the Kanazawa
University Japanese Writing Support Unit. In particular, the analytical focus is placed on one-
to-one tutoring support to intermediate and advanced learners of Japanese, mainly focusing
on organization and contents of texts. Such support, emphasizing student's text ownership,
adopted indirect feedback to encourage student writers to discover their own problems and
improve their texts. The finding indicates that regular users wished to discuss planning of
assignments and returned assignments, and there were many consultations about organization
and contents. Following this, it shows possibility that students who utilize it repeatedly will
pay more attention on the whole writing process and text's organization. Finally, this paper
describes that to examine the process the institutional support help students to be autonomous
writers this type of study needs the larger number of students who utilize the tutoring
support. Examining effective methods of cooperating the tutoring support systems and the
writing class is one of the ideas. This paper also suggests the utilization of learning portfolio

in the tutoring support to develop the autonomous writers.



