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Classroom Study of a Liberal Arts Class called
"What's Going on in Japan:
Discussions in Cultural Exchange"

Kanae Miura
Abstract

"What's going on in Japan - II " is a liberal arts class offered by Kanazawa University.
This joint class is composed of about 15 exchange students (both short-term exchange
participants as well as students seeking to matriculate to one of the university's colleges) and
25 Japanese students from within the university (mostly freshmen) who are broken down into

small groups for discussion.

This paper reports the problems encountered and improvements implemented in the class
between 1997 and 2002, and analyzes student responses to feedback questionnaires handed

out at the end of 2001.

Responses analyzed using t-test, correlation coefficient, and multiple regression analysis
methods gave the following results: on a 100 point scale, course content and quality/clarity of

instruction accounted for 86 per cent of the "completely satisfied" rating.

The amount students studied and their own attitude towards the class had no relationship
with the degree of satisfaction. In addition, we saw no connection between the degree of
satisfaction and factors such as whether the student was able to realize their personal goals, the amount of
homework, or whether or not (for the Japanese students) they manifested an interest in
participating in activities with the exchange students. While a large number of students chose

responses like "Fun" and "Interesting”" to describe their impression of the class, an even
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greater number displayed a seriousness of purpose by belonging to a collective group of
responses that included responses like "An Effective Way to Study", "Broadened my

Perspectives”, and "Opportunities to Think".

Therefore, we can say that while quite a few students are earnest in their studies, fun is
what fills the seats; and the basis of the relatively high degree of satisfaction was a reflection
not so much of hours studied or good attitude, but rather the inherent appeal of the contents

and clarity of instruction.

Key words:What's going on in Japan, Cross cultural, Discussion, Joint class for exchange

students and Japanese students
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