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Evaluation of Oral Presentations by International Students
Kanae Miura and Nozomi Fukasawa

ABSTRACT What makes an oral presentation clear to the audience? The
audience (21 native Japanese speakers) was divided into two groups, A and B.
Group A watched two video taped oral presentations given by International
students. Group B watched two other video taped presentations performed by
one Japanese native speaker using the same script as Group A without modification
except for her pronunciation. After watching the video they were interviewed. From
the results of the interviews we have come to the conclusion that : 1) Pronunciation
( including pitch, pause, prominence, intonation, etc.) takes an important role. 2)
The marker to show where to begin each section like the main theme, discussion,
and conclusion should be stated distictly to make the structure of the presentation
clear. 3) High evaluation is given to the presentation if the audience feels they
“have understood” it. 4) To make the presentation “understood”, it is not
necessarily essential that the audience get the content clearly but it is important
for the speaker to have an impressive point which attracts the audience’s sympathy,
or to make the conclusion part impressive. How to apply this conclusion to our
six-month intensive Japanese course for beginners is also discussed.
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