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This study aims to examine the beliefs rooted in the practical experience of Japanese language
teachers within the diverse contexts of Japanese language education. In this study, unlike the traditional
definition of belief as a psychological process within an individual’s brain, I consider belief as having
sociological, cultural, historical, and political origins. | performed a series of five studies in which |
discussed the cases of Korean and Malaysian secondary education Japanese language teachers, Japanese
native language teachers, and Japanese volunteers to establish three hypotheses that belief is: (1) dynamic,
(2) “polyphonic,” and (3) social as well as personal. I have also examined the belief-formation process
and elucidated the relationships between context and practice, and clarified the prerequisites in practice
that are necessary for belief-formation showing objective patterns related to context and belief-formation.
In conclusion, I presented the notion of the “belief which has ‘polyphony’ rooted from sociological,
cultural, and historical contexts, being piled up in a multi-layered way.” This is different from the usual
idea of beliefs that can disappear and/or change inside an individual’s head. I believe that this new
interpretation of belief will become an effective tool to evaluate the meaning of teachers’ practical

experience.
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