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ABSTRACT

This research investigates the cases why and how Chinese students are studying in Japan. For the
present moment, about 110,000 Chinese students are studying in Japan. 90% of them do it at
their own expenses and at least 60% of them come to Japan through the unofficial mediate
routes.

| would like to analyze this kind of situation based on my own fieldwork research. To find the
routes for the studying motivation in Japan, | made my fieldwork research in Shanxi Province of
China and in Ishikawa Prefecture of Japan. The reason why | choose those two areas is that both
of these areas provide mid-stream in economical growth of GDP and in population for their own
courtiers. To some extent they can also be as representatives of their own country. Moreover,
these two areas, has no connections between each other in political manner. They have
connectedness mainly through the civilians, and this suites well to be subject for my research.
Shanxi Province is also famous for its long history and traditions, and played as a model for
socialism planning of economical system. Traditions and socialism planning system contradicts
with globalization and urbanization. However, the later one (globalization and urbanization),
becomes the main reason for study abroad motivations.

This dissertation consists from 5 chapters. The 1st chapter and the 5th chapter are about the
research contents and conclusion. The 2nd and the 4th chapters are about the ethnography of
the fieldworks; China and Japan, respectively. The 3rd chapter describes the social-network
between the two counties.

| summarized my research in two main points. First, is that the Chinese students study abroad
actually is a form of migration influenced by several reasons.

The second is that the unofficial routes played an important role motivating the students for the
migration movements.
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