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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is aimed to reveal the historical transition of the Vietnamese
ceramics from Ly Dynasty (1009-1225) to the present. Two disciplines have been used
for analyzing the transformation of ceramics. At first, based on the archaeological
studies, I classified ceramics assemblage from a viewpoint of the making techniques
and morphologies then set up chronological sequence from Ly dynasty to the present in
detail. The second, I carried out the ethnological researches on the ceramics-producing
village to reconstruct recent-past history of manufacturing process and techniques.
Furthermore, based on the interviews with the old folks in the villages, it can be
pointed out that several historical events such as colonization, the war against French
and the socialism revolution were deeply connected with transitions of the ceramic
manufacturing system. Finally, I explore the historical context of the Vietnamese
ceramics during the last 10 centuries. The epoch of transition can be pointed out as the
following. 1) The transparent glaze and celadon glaze appeared in the Early Ly Dynasty,
2) Production of blue and white ceramic commenced at the latter half of Tran Dynasty, 3)
Innovation of stacking technique occurred during Ho Dynasty, 4) The peak of Ceramics
technic came out in the early 15" century, 5) The ceramic quality decayed from 17% to
18" century, 6) Traditional Vietnamese manufacturing techniques substitute the so-
called “Mon Cai” production technique from 1959 under the socialist revolution.
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