The Kanazoushi by Asai Ryoi, and its related
problems
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Abstract

This paper deals with the two works “Sankoukoujitsuzu” and “Otogibouko” by Asai Ryol,
a famous writer in the genre of Kanazoushi in the early modern period, and Hayashi Gitan’s
horror story “Tamakushige” directly influenced by the former works.

The work “Sankoukoujitsuzu” is a Japanese version of the Chinese book of precepts -
originally published in Korea. It was thought that Ryoi used one of some wakokubons of the
original when he translated it into Japanese, but the details of which one he used were not
known. .

First, this paper shows that the original wakokubon Ryoi used is the one at Kyoto
Prefectural Library and Archives. Furthermore it points out that his Japanese translation
was based on the kunten in the wakokubon and thus his book also contains some errors
arising from the original kunten.

Next, concerning “Otogibouko”, the Japanese version of the Chinese novel
“Sentoushinwa” in the Ming Dynasty, I draw out the peculiarities of its adaptation,
comparing it with the other two versions: the Korean “Kingoushinwa”, and the Vietnamese



“Denkimanroku”.
Finally, regarding Hayashi Gitan’s “Tamakushige”, this study identifies its numerous
sources, and refers to the attitudinal differences in adaptation between Ryoi and Gitan.
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