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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to propose a consistent interpretation of N. Machiavelli’s
political thought. "Il principe”’(“The Prince”) and the “Discorsi” are his most important
writings. In “Il principe”, he seeks the figure of the excellent monarch who will realize
the unification in Renaissance Italy. On the other hand, in the “Discorsi” the superiority
of republic against the monarchy is emphasized by Machiavelli. Depending on such
argument of the “Discorsi”, many scholars say that Machiavelli hoped to restore a
republican regime like the medieval “comune” (city- state ) in 16th.Century Florence. So,
modern studies often suggest the inconsistency between the desire to see the appearance
of ideal monarch (“Il principe”) and the recommendation of republican regime (the
“Discorsi”) in Machiavelli’s thought.

In my thesis, I will offer a consistent interpretation to this inconsistency, putting his
thought in the context of Florentine Renaissance politico-cultural history trough. The
principal theme in Renaissance Florentine politico-cultural history was to construct the
modern centralized state. This theme was considered more serious when Italy was
invaded by other foreign modern centralized states like France and Spain at the
beginning of 16th,century.The series of the names of heroes in Renaissance Florence
history from Cosimo "Il Vecchio ”,Lorenzo “I1 Magnifico” to Piero Soderini ,then finally to
Cosimo I(first Grand duke of Tuscany) represents a genealogy of the powerful princes
who will be able to make Republic of Florence rebirth. Above all, I compare Machiavelli’s
political thought with some particular aspects in the Soderini’s life presidency.

From this comparison, I prove that the idea of (principato civile) discussed as the
central concept of Machiavell’s political thought in the chap.9 of “Il principe” was created
by his political experience as the government secretary under Soderini. Finally I will
conclude that, defining the prince who is desired by Machiavelli as the sovereign ruler or
dictator to re-install the foundation of republic, we will be able to comprehend rationally
the inconsistency between the monarchy and the republic, which Benedetto Croce called
“eternal enigma”.
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