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A longitudinal study on socio — pragmmatic intervention to individuals with
high-functioning pervasive developmental disorders
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Abstract

This is a longitudinal study from infant to adolescent on social skill and pragmatics support for the boy
with high functioning pervasive developmental disorder (PDD) by the name of K. K had had difficulties in
interpersonal skills and somatosensory abnormality before the definitive diagnosis of autism. The author took
pragmatics approach to develop awareness of himself and others, enhancing his willingness to communicate
with his mother. Through interaction with mother, K learned to control his emotions. K established joint
attention at the age of four, when he had already had ability of original declarative communication.

Pragmatigs approach seemeéd to provide him with opportunity to develop social awareness, basic
communication skill and improve plésticity of his PDD brain. After verbal language acquisition, he developed
abilities to use language for his Self—advocacy, initiate conversation with appropriate topics, regulate
conversation, maintain good turn taking skills, offer comments and solve problems using his communication
skills.

It was found that early intervention before age of three produced significantly better outcome. K received
individualized support including manuals prepared for teachers at middle and high schools. He is now receiving
support by the team at college, which helped him further develop social skills.
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