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Abstract

The purpose of this doctoral dissertation is to examine the process of the popularization of the National
Health Insurance System under the National Health Insurance Law which was instituted in 1938 in Japan. This
work covers the period from 1920's to 1945.

Various Social Movements developed from 1920's to 1930's in the rural areas. But, Government oppressed the
Leftist Social Movements. This work focuses on the relationship between Social Movement in rural areas from
1920's to 1930's and the popularization of the National Health Insurance System. In this work, case studies were
carried out through towns and villages, such as 10 villages in Gifu, Nagano, Iwate and Akita Prefectures.

In sum, we come to the conclusion that
(1) The leader of the Social Movements in rural areas from 1920's was concerned about the popularization of

the National Health Insurance Association.

(2) The situation of villages was stabilized by “The Economic Rehabilitation Movements in Farming &

Mountain & Fishing Village” since 1932. This became a pre-condition of the establishment of the National

Health Insurance Association.
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