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Abstract

Antigenic stimulation activates T cells and simultaneously destines them to die by
Fas-mediated apoptosis. Here, we demonstrated that various pathogen-associated
molecular patterns (PAMPs) upregulated Fas expression in macrophages, and
sensitized them specifically to Fas ligand (FasL). Toll-like receptor and NF-xB
mediate these responses. However, the kinetics of disappearance of E. coli-induced
peritoneal exudate macrophages was similar between wild-type and Fas-deficient
mice, suggesting that Fas in not essential for the turnover of activated macrophages
in T cell-independent inflammation. On the other hand, LPS-activated macrophages
produced a large amount of IL-1p upon FasL stimulation. Thus', unlike activation-

~ induced cell death of T cells, sensitization of macrophages to FasL. by PAMPs seems
to be a pro-inflammatory rather than an anti-inflammatory event.
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