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In the history of Toyama prefecture, people had struggled against many rivers
which invaded and rushed into the Toyama plain while changing paths in every flood.
In this dissertation, the history of struggles against floods and the flood control tech-
niques is discussed. Especially, the development of the flood control techniques from
Tokugawa era till just before the world war I is focused.

The relation between characteristics of rivers and flood disasters is discussed. Since
the rivers in Toyama prefecture had short length and great difference in elevation , i.e.
rapid slope, energy of floods was tremendous, and many gravels and sands were trans-
ported to the plain along the rivers.

Since the Tokugawa era many people began to live along the rivers, to make water-
courses and to cultivate rice fields, therefore special flood control techniques had to be
developed. The Matsukawa-yoke bank was a typical flood control construction in this
period, using various kinds of techniques.

More people lived along the rivers after the Meiji Restoration. Higher techniques
were required for controlling the floods to protect their villages and rice fields. Separa-
tion of two rivers at the river mouth, shortcut construction and discontinuous banks
were some of these techniques.

After knowing the development, the author emphasizes that river construction must

be done under learning from the history of the flood control techniques as well as civil

engineering and social knowledge.
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