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[ Abstract]
miR-34a is an anti-oncogenic microRNA and its potential recognition
elements were identified in human retinoid X receptor a (RXRa) mRNA.
In this study, we investigated the role of miR-34a in liver. Luciferase assays
revealed that miR-34a recognizes the element in the coding region of
RXRa mRNA. The overexpression of miR-34a in HepG2 cells
significantly decreased the endogenous RXRa protein and mRNA stability,
indicating that miR-34a negatively regulates RXRa expression by
facilitating mRNA degradation. Since the miR-34a-dependent
down-regulation of RXRa decreased the induction of CYP26 and the
transactivity of CYP3A4, miR-34a would modulate drug metabolism. We
next focused on liver fibrosis because p53, which up-regulates miR-34a,
has been reported to promote liver fibrosis, while RXRa inhibits collagen
synthesis. The p53 activation resulted in an increase of the miR-34a level
and a decrease of the RXRa protein level in HepG2 cells. In addition, the
miR-34a levels in eight fibrotic human livers were higher than those in six
normal livers, and the reverse trend was found for the RXRa protein levels.
The hepatic miR-34a was increased in CCls-induced fibrotic mouse model.
Intravenous administration of anti-miR-34a oligonucleotide encapsulated in
liposome mitigated liver fibrosis through inhibiting the activation of hepatic
stellate cells and apoptosis. In conclusion, miR-34a negatively regulates the
expression of human RXRa and contributes to the incidence or progression
of liver fibrosis. This study could provide useful information for developing

new therapeutic strategies for of liver fibrosis.
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MicroRNA (miRNA) (3 22 HEEEFEE D non-coding RNA T V| HEHY
mRNA DT 3 FEFMREEL (3°-UTR) (ZERFRMHAIIC RS & L CTHRERY
B OFERZIH, £721X mRNA 2545 2 & TREEZAICH
T 252 RO, BT OBREHRTICELIEERRE L L
TIHHFEEH ZHED TV D, miR-34a 1T1T & A EDIEEHTFIERRD 5
. WEBLTORBEZMHEHT2Z L0, BHEBLE T LTHD
NTWD, FROFELIZEE, miR-34a &2 22— KT 58 a F N IFEET
HYLEARD 1p36 FRIKDO —FNRKT H Z &X°, miR-34a D7 v E—
A —fEINEm A TF I bSnNA Z ERWmEINTED, EHEicswy
T miR-34a OFBUIT = RT 4 v 7 BIL O Y = X7 1 v 7 728
BlZromflsnTngd, Z0OL 52 miR-34a (2B 209013057
B Z B W TIERITITDIL TV D,

Retinoid X receptor oo (RXRa) [ZAT B A RARNLE LV ZHIRA—/—
77 IV =B L TWDHIRERFToH Y | retinoic acid receptor (RAR)
=2 pregnane X receptor (PXR) 72 E DO FIKEL~T v X A ~v—% TRk
L. INODOZREOV T RTHDLHEHX I 08y, IRIIERY%IC
JEZ LT, FEMAEIEE RO B A pilE R & o 72 T IE R T D%
BAEFHET 5, RXRalz% < OFLRTORIUCED 2 EEZNTTH
503, RXRoaHKDOFBGHEHEMEIZIZ E A EA LI STV,
A —HATIC I VIRKRLZEZ A, B b RXRa mRNA (2
miR-34a N FEA LD HEIMTFE L2 2 £, RXRaD R B IZ
miR-34a AR5 D R[EEMENN B 2 HivT-,

AWFFE CIEFIRIC B 1T 5 miR-34a ODFEEZHOLNITHZ L2 HIY
& L. b P RXRoFEHIZE 25 miR-34a DB 2 fiEHT L7-, miR-34a
OIBFHEIZE G325 p53 DML OMEATICE G325 Z & BHis
A, — 77 T RXRoUINFHRRMEILIT 3 U CRRFEMICE < Z & HE S



TWAZ END, RXRaFEHIZEH 2 5 miR-34a DBO AN T/
BB SOV CIFRE(LICE B UG L7z, fil o C Ak R 5
(carbon tetrachloride, CCl,) & FH W CTH#H(LET LV~ R &2/ERLL |
FERRHEILIC IS 1T D miR-34a DERENZ DWW T XV GG L7,

[RER - &
() Vo7 =2F7—FT7 vEAIZLDE F RXRoo mRNA D MRE D]

=

T
VB2 — I L Y miR-34a BFEA LSS5I E B RXRa
mRNA @ 3°-UTR & FHEREEIZ 1 #EPFd > (MREI.MRE2 & i) {7
ETHIENRSINTE, TNLEDEERN THD DD =0T,
HEK293 #fif@iZ MRE % & €9 130 bp Aiif% OWr i 2 fAIA AT LR — %
— 7 F A F&ZHE AL, mR-34a BEIFIOEEL MG LT,
Precursor miR-34a (Pre-miR-34a) D3 AIZ K Y miR-34a & FHA ) 72
H| 2 kLA IA A TS positive control @D 77 A X K pGL3/c-miR-34a CTliE
Rnar b —nO BRETEKFLEZENL, BALE
pre-miR-34a DMHERERUICEIVNTWD Z RS e, L2arL. MREI
EETeM T EMAIAATE T T A RIZBW TIIEHEOR TILRERD 5
Nixholz, —J7, MRE2 Z @ Lol Z A ATZT T A X FIZEBW
TIHAEBERIEEDIR T3 D b/, - T, MRE2 2% miR-34a |Z &
) FRER S AU, BB RS RERIIZE N TV D Z E IR ST,

(2) RXRoFE BT 1T 9 miR-34a 18738 B D 28

Pre-miR-34a (50 nM) % HepG2 MIIZEA L, 72 FFfiI#ZICEBIT 5

RXRaZ /37 EHHBEIZKIFT miRNA BEIFRROEE L RS L,
Z DOfER RXRa ¥ > /37 BBl ElX, pre-miR-34a DEANIZ LV HE

WA T L7=s 7€ > T miR-34a 7% RXRaDFHFIEN L 5 = L 3R



77, miR-34a |2 XKD RXRa¥ /37 BB EDIK T2, RXRa
mRNA HE &K FIZERT 5 H DN 5 72, miR-34a @ FFE T
KD RXRa mRNA FEHLEA 7, BAND 24, 48, 72 FFf#ZICH
VT, negative control #1 ZE A L7255 & b~ T pre-miR-34a A2
£ U RXRa mRNA EHEDHFERE T RO b,
VT, miR-34a |2 X % RXRo mRNA FEHLE DL T mRNA 2 figd
TLEIZ LD b O0HARL =0, BERER THDa-T~v=F &
B L. RXRoo mRNA OFEBILE) 27N L7, AE% 3 R & bl L
C. negative control #1 ZE A L7255, RXRa mRNA ZHL &L 6 IF
FF21Z 90%FE T, 9 RFHFZIC 75%F T, 12 FEfIRIZ 76%E TR T L
7=o —7F. pre-miR-34a 3 A L7256 TlX. 73%. 61%. 58%F TIX
T L. negative control #1 & b _XTWTIHORFFIZBWNTHZEDKT
\CHEEDRD Ei}”bﬁ_o RXRo mRNA FE 8L 8D - 1L, negative
control #1 Z3E A L 7= 135 19 Eff]. Pre-miR-34a Z#E A L 7-%;
AT 12 H#F'Eﬁf&;oto TZEOT miR-34a |3 mRNA D7) fif % JLitE
95 Z & T RXRaDFHELZHIH L TWD Z &R S Tz,

(3) CYP26 mRNA #%#EAER L O CYP3A4 #5505 MEIZ & IE 9 miR-34a
108 Tl FE L 0D 2 2
miR-34a 2 £ 5 RXRa ¥ /X7 B O3 BHNHI A T i B s 1 D3 Bk L
W H L KT T 7=, CYP26 TV F /A VERALEIZLD
RAR/RXRo~T B XA v —%2 N L THEINDL T LML TWD,
Z ZCE 9, pre-miR-34a % HepG2 MfEiZE A L CYP26 mRNA D7
HREICEELEZ NITTPHRFEITo72, RAR DU T RThD
all-trans-retinoic acid F 721X RXRa® U B> K TH 5 9-cis-retinoic acid
BAUESTHZ LIV, CYP26 mRNA ITHFEICHEINTZ B2fEL
49 %), L2rL. pre-miR-34a OEANIZLYD, U FLEICKD



CYP26 mRNA OFEREIIHEA LT (1.6 5 & 1.1 4%),

FEEIZ. B9 1ODO~Tr X A ~v—r3— F—PXR O FEELETT
&% CYP3A4 ~D 2 FH~7-, HepG2 Ml TiZ CYP3A4 mRNA D
FEEMEL . FELBOOLNRN-T2720, CYP3A4 BIZTD L
D PXR/RXRaDFEA MK Z AT VR —4—FF 2 R&eH
W CHRBIEMEAREZ i L=, PXR DU H L RTHHY 77 B
VERAVET D Z LICL D CYP3A4 DEREIEMEDA B2 ERAPRD 5
72Dy (4.1 £5). miR-34a OWFIFIIZ LY ZO EFITTERITHKL
= (121%), YLELY ., miR-34a [F~T o XA ~v—/— I —IZBb
53 RXRoD MEfn T OFFE S Il U, WAL KT 7]
REMEDNE 2 BTz,

(4) RXRa ¥ > /R 7 R BB MIF T ps53 ML D 22 8

miR-34a (2 X % RXRoDFEHLHIE O A 7RI L OYRHEFRIERIZD
WC, FFRRHE(LICE B L TR L 7=, miR-34a OFEH IS 1
p33 DIEMALIC I D FEEIND Z ENMOLINTWVWD, ZIVETIZ ps3
DSEREHELL DR HEIZ BE 5-9° 5 connective tissue growth factor DI EL % #%
WA 25 2 & TR L OHEITIZRE 575 Z & . RXRaD IFFRHEILIZ%f
L CEREMICE Z &R RESINTWA, L EXD, miR-34a 240 L
7= RXRoaDFEHK FIZAFERMEL OMEFTICEA S L TV D ATBEME AN % 2
HilTz, £ 2T, p53 IEMEALIZ & D miR-34a DR BLFHE )N RXRa ¥
PR EFRBL BB E AT T, pS3 IEH LREE AT 5 bRy R &
HepG2 #ifa (B4 p53 ELHIAAK) (ZAE LIRET 21T 72, = B
¥ ROMEIZL D p53 O TFIEME T ThH D p21 mRNA FELFED 9.9
FO EHREPBD O, p533 DiEMH LS TWDL Z EBREnT, £
Z OWf, mature miR-34a B EH A EZ LA (1.51%) ZRL. RXRa
B R BRBEOHZIMET (82%) 23580 Hiviz, il A RA



p53 UMK CTd 5 HuH7 fiiIc = R AR Y R &2 ALE LRI DR 2
1T>7-, HepG2 M & 720 HuH7 ML Tl p21 mRNA. mature
miR-34a L & RXRa ¥ 7 BRI EZITELITR O Lo T,
PLEX Y. p53 OIEMALZ I L 7= miR-34a OFE 1T RXRa D FHH 2K
TEEDZ ENREBINT,

(5) FRHEALDOFRD 53D HFIZH1T D mature miR-34a & RXRa ¥ > /%7
B3 B O FRAT
miR-34a 2 £ 5 RXRaDFE LA & JH#RHEL & OB Z B 6023 5
. R b e RV L &2 U T mature miR-34a & RXRa % v
A&*%ﬁg%ﬂﬁb EFHFY 7L bl U, IR AR &
L ARTHREHEIL DFR D 5 10 5 AR Tl mature miR-34a I3A & CTld7Ze
WH DD (P=0.08) mfEZ - TEMATED B, —J7, RXRa ¥ /3
7 ERBEIIAEIZ (P <005 EKWEZR LT, 72, mature
miR-34a & RXRa % "7 EFREl&E L ORICITAE. Rs=-0.79, P<
0. 001) WAE B BRSO BT, fE- T, miR-34a D EZEH RXRa
Z X DREEMEH ke S8, S EOBIIZBEE L TWD Z L3R
ﬂﬁéﬁm‘_o

(6) CCl, B EMEIFRRHEL~ 7 AT /VIZE T 5 mature miR-34a DFEEL
I BN EHT

miR-34a S TFHRHEL D & DB PE THREZH L TW D005 720, AT
AL 2B S E b PWE L L CHEA ST\ 5 CCl, (1 mL/kg in
olive oil) % C57BL/6] ~ ¥ AT 1~8 W HIIEENF 5 L CAF#AE LT T
NEVERLL . &I D mature miR-34a BHEZHIE L7-, CCl,
G 1B BB A Y — 7 HEE & BE< T mature miR-34a 38 &)
AEICEEEZRL, O LAOREX CCl, OG- HRICEHL &3 —



ETHoT2 (5~81F), M- T, miR-34a IXATFFRHEIL D FIEABEPE 2 & 3¢
JEFE 71T ETICREAE L TWA Z ERRIRINT,

(7) FFRRHEALTEAE~D miR-34a / v 7 X 7 v DB

miR-34a / v 7 X0 N X D RFRRAEAC DFIE~D B Z T~ D T2
(2. CCl, G-I HRERBIC AT miR-34a [T 57 Tk A4
J = (AMO34a MEND) Z#&5-L, #H XY CCL %x 1 BARKRERE
L THE L7z, Mature miR-34a ¥H &=L, CCLEHIZL VA —7
Wb L XTS5 fEEEEZR L, €O A3 AMO34a MEND # 5:12
Lo If ST, WM R AT o728 T A, CClL & EIZ X
N RO BT MIESE (hematoxylin-eosin Befh), B X O—FH D a7 —
7 Uk (picrosirius red Yuff) 75, AMO34a MEND #5:-12 &0 855 L
TWWz, > T, miR-34a [FFRHEAALORIEIZRE G- L TE D, AMO
miR-34a IFAFRHELIS L TTPIERD & 5 2 & RS,
AMO34a MEND #5012 X 2 iFRAE L ~D T BH1EH 2 L 0 ZEMIZ R~
L1z, IEMEL Lo EHI &5 EL T 5 aSMA @O mRNA FE 3 & %
E L7, aSMAmRNA BH &L CCL&E5I2k EF L, 20 EFIT
AMO34a MEND #5102 £ 0 #ifil S A 235380 b vz, ke b
PR E S dv, RS T 281BIRRORE., =27 -7 7%
DS~ b U 7 ANEFNCERE LIIRIETH 5. miR-34a 13517
RNE—VABLTERBEMAHTHZETT RNV AZ2FHETH D
EMHLNTWAZ ENDL, TRV AD~Y—T—To D
cytochrome ¢ % > /X7 H R Bl & ~DFE L §i~7-, Cytochromec ¥ >/
NIEFRBEIL CCL &5k ER L, 0 EFIT AMO34a MEND
BRIV AEIZHII S, PLEX D AMO miR-34a (31T 2
DIEMHALCYIE, 27— A, TRV AZRHIELZ &
(2 &0 IFRRHEAL DO FIE Z I T 5 2 & DR ST,



(8) HFRRHEILHET T~ miR-34a / v 7 X 7 L D

miR-34a / v 7 207 A I FERRHEAL OHEAT IS LT b il /EH 23
ROLINDLMHNDTDIT, 4 CCl 2 KEHR 5 L TR L%
EIT S HETWDRMAET ., CCL 5B 21 H HIZ AMO34a MEND
ZHER G L, M IS 2B EREZ BRE Lo, WEER T
AT o2 2 A 5 PEF 2 PLICRB W T o T —4 2 DOk DEEE
RO BTz, aSMA mMRNA BE &L CClL,HGICXLY EHL, 2Dk
1% AMO34a MEND # 5:12 X 0 il S 10 DA 2358 b vz, LAk
LU . miR-34a % /) v 7 X735 L TRIEEOBE LI/ TE
Z DRI NT,

[#5E0] ABF22 ClE. miR-34a 23 R RXRaZEE I L ONE O s
T THhHAHNPHEOFEEMEI T L 2PN L, ZTNET
miR-34a (2 B9 2 901 sl 2 I TAT o TE 123, ARl O G
2 X0 IFRRHE L ORIE, EITICH FET 5 Z &R S, IFRRHEE
DI F O W ELRIVER ORI AT CTHEHREMRZ 7T 5 2
EMTEIT,
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MicroRNA (3% /X7 B % 22— R LW —A$H RNA Th Y #1514 i

izt o FERKTTH L, AF2EiE, T2 15 5 microRNA O

BBICER L, 2 0EMNEIHBREREORILHME T 25K 1

retinoid X receptor oo (RXRa)7® microRNA THilfl =415 AJEeMER LY
FOEBIZBITOIEREHONICT LI LZHMELTELDTH D,
b Mg RXRalE miR-34a |2 X > TRICHIEI S TR Y FEDAREH
FERDRBUEEZ MIT L TWAD Z &L, £72. RXRalFF#R

HEALIT R U CRRGEMICEI X, — 77 T miR-34a Z R EBIFHE S5 p53

REMIZE S Z DR ESINTWVWAEZ LD, RXRoaFEHLIZE 2 5

miR-34a OFEDOEFRITHOWTIHMELICE B LIW2E 2 B L7z,

p53 Z 41 L 72 miR-34a DI BLFHE N RXRo ¥ /N7 BB &K T X

52 L MMk e MIFCmiR-34a ¥ BLEN FE A <7 — 7 T.RXRa
BN R REIIREES RT D L AL L, X5, AT

ML T L~ 2% T, miR-34a BERERHE1Z X 0 AFHRRHE(L D 38

ERBXOETHIMHI SN Z L2 LN Lz, LB, AUFEEE

I%. miR-34a 23 RBIERICEL LT T OHL BT, TR O%

JER X OEITIZCH 5T 5 2 &2 L, FRHEEO# 7= 5 RE OB

BICHWRARZ 52700 ThY | it (BIEERT) 12T 5 &f

E LT,



