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Naturalizing the South Pacific:
The Representation of the Pacific Woman in the 19"-century Literature in
English and Its Transformation
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The piraguas were full of females; who, for
agreeable feature, are not inferior to most
European women; and who in point of beauty
of the body might, with much reason, vie with
them all. Most of these fair females were
naked; for the men and the old women that
accompanied them, had stripped them of the
garments  which  they generally dress
themselves in. ... They [the men] pressed us to
choose a woman, and to come on shore with
her; and their gestures, which were nothing less
than equivocal, denoted in what manner we
should form an acquaintance with her. It was
very difficult, amidst such a fight, to keep at
their work four hundred young French sailors,
who had seen no women for six months.
(217-8)
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... this day closed with an odd Scene at the
Gate of the Fort where a young fellow above 6
feet high lay with a little Girl about 10 or 12
years of age publickly before several of our
people and a number of the Natives. What
makes me mention this, is because, it appear'd
to be done more from Custom than Lewdness,
for there were several women present
particularly Obarea and several others of the
better sort and these were so far from shewing
the least disaprobation that they instructed the
girl how she should act her part, who young as
she was, did not seem to want it. (52-3)
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I never saw men better made, and whose limbs
were more proportionate: in order to paint
Hercules or a Mars, one could no where find
such beautiful models. Nothing distinguishes
their features from those of the Europeans: and
if they were clothed; if they lived less in the
open air, and were less exposed to the sun at
noon, they would be as white as ourselves:

their hair in general is black. (249)
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All of them at length succeeded in getting up
the ship's side, where they clung dripping with
the brine and glowing from the bath, their
jet-black tresses streaming over their shoulders,
and hall enveloping their otherwise naked
forms. There they hung, sparkling with savage
vivacity, laughing gaily at one another, and
chattering away with infinite glee. Nor were
they idle the while, for each one performed the
simple offices of the toilette for the other. (14)
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Our ship was now wholly given up to every
species of riot and debauchery. Not the feeblest
barrier was interposed between the unholy
passions of the crew and their unlimited
gratification. The grossest licentiousness and
the most shameful inebriety prevailed, with
occasional and but short-lived interruptions,

through the whole period of her stay. (15)
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... but, before doing so, Tararo went up to Jack
and rubbed noses with him, after which he did
the same with Peterkin and me! Seeing that
this was their mode of salutation, we
determined to conform to their custom, so we
rubbed noses heartily with the whole party,
women and all! ... Besides her modest air and
gentle manners she was the only one of the
party who exhibited the smallest sign of regret
at parting from us. Going up to Jack, she put
out her flat little nose to be rubbed, and
thereafter paid the same compliment to
Peterkin and me. (186)
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Raw fish! ... Fayaway, how could you ever
have contracted so vile a habit? However, after
the first shock had subsided, the custom grew
less odious in my eyes, and I soon accustomed
myself to the sight. Let no one imagine,
however, that the lovely Fayaway was in the
habit of swallowing great vulgar-looking
fishes: oh, no; with her beautiful small hand
she would clasp a delicate, little, golden-hued
love of a fish, and eat it as elegantly and as
innocently as though it were a Naples biscuit.
But alas! it was after all a raw fish; and all |
can say is, that Fayaway ate it in a more
ladylike manner than any other girl of the
valley. (208)
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Everything, in short, strengthened my
suspicions with regard to the nature of the
festival they were now celebrating; and which

amounted almost to a certainty. While in
Nukuheva I had frequently been informed that
the whole tribe were never present at these
cannibal banquets; but the chiefs and priests
only, and everything I now observed agreed
with the account. (237)
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There was a crowd of girls about us, and |
pulled myself up and looked among them like a
Bashaw. They were all dressed out for the sake
of the ship being in; and the women of Falesa
are a handsome lot to see. If they have a fault,
they are a trifle broad in the beam; and | was
just thinking so when Case touched me.

"That's pretty," says he.

I saw one coming on the other side alone.
She had been fishing; all she wore was a
chemise, and it was weltted through. She was
young and very slender for an island maid,
with a long face, a high forehead, and a shy,
strange, blindish look, between a cat's and a
baby's. (5)
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She was a Samoa woman, and dyed her hair
red, Samoa style; and when he came to die (as |
have to tell of) they found one strange
thing—that he had made a will, like a Christian,
and the widow got the lot: all his, they said,
and all Black Jack's, and the most of Billy
Randall's in the bargain, for it was Case that
kept the books. So she went off home in the
schooner Manu'a, and does the lady to this day

in her own place. (4)
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... 50 I plumped on my knees and prayed out
loud; and all the time I was praying the strange
sounds came out of the tree, and went up and
down, and changed, for all the world like
music, only you could see it wasn't human—
there was nothing there that you could
whistle. ...

A box it was, sure enough, and a candle-box
at that, with the brand upon the side of it; and it
had banjo-strings stretched so as to sound
when the wind blew. [ believe they call the

thing a Tyrolean harp, whatever that may mean.

(55-6)
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It's easy to find out what Kanakas think. Just
go back to yourself any way round from ten to
fifteen years old, and there's an average
Kanaka. There are some pious, just as there are
pious boys; and the most of them, like the boys
again, are middling honest and yet think it
rather larks to steal, and are easy scared, and
rather like to be so. (58)
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He has come across people who have created
for themselves individual taboo prohibitions of
this very kind and who obey them just as
strictly as savages obey the communal taboos
of their tribe or society. If he were not already
accustomed to describing such people as
‘obsessional' patients, he would find 'taboo

sickness' a most appropriate name for their

condition.  (26)
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Mr. Tarleton's gone home, his trick being
over. ... Well, that's best for him; he'll have no
Kanakas there to get luny over.

My public-house? Not a bit of it, nor ever
likely. I'm stuck here, | fancy. | don't like to
leave the kids, you see: and—there's no use
talking — they're better here than what they
would be in a white man's country, though Ben
took the eldest up to Auckland, where he's
being schooled with the best. (74)
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