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On the Properties of Activo-Passive Constructions

Iwao OTSUKA and Mika HASE*

My concern here is to consider and explicate syntactic properties and semantic character-

istics of activo-passive constructions (hereafter, APs), comparing with normal passives.

Unlike passives, APs describe the do-ability of a specified action which is caused by the

properties of the patient and which can be, or is performed, by an implicit agent, that is, by

people or anybody .

In addition to this, the activo-passive verbs describe the properties of a

patient, rather than those of an agent. We may, therefore, reasonably conclude that in APs,

the properties of the patient are in focus.

FLHIZ

A TEROE®S 24 70, UTokH%
LOTHb,

This book sells well.

Z D3 IE, Jespersen(1927) #HTactivo-passive

(LLtg, REEVSEINE §T2.)EERb0T, B
REGIZIIBEBETH S TN E L, THHEKR S
KT wr4nThs,

ZOREIZEIICH T HB0E, FHNLE
WEERTOIKE, &5 LTREEI BYLNED
PEVIHETH B,

EFnEH LT B0, KETE, O
HAEDE» 6, RETE RS, ZEE
R - 2 L 13T, QRBNEDRE L
DEED S, REBSBICIC AT RE 2 BhEE & E
RAATTRE L BRI DT & 212 b DERRBRER & 1347
, BEBELTCALZWERS,

I BEBMRBXORH

BETHLOHORANETNFEIC D>V TL, %
BRE X B L At h, JOXHED L G HHHH
LTI EB L ed™s, BRLED
Tl ZEicT 5,

a, FEHIMIBIZEL ZL:AT
FENMIEBICHDEFADL, Ab)icBITs &
542, BfEE (agent) Tl3Zk <, BFENEE
(theme) T %, (cf.Keyser & Roeper 1984:
381)

(1)a. Someone bribed the bureaucrats.
b. Bureaucrats bribe easily.

I/, EEOMEBICBEIN LA, £
RET, I, FOLAGICHEEZE Y
Thv, ZNZ ki3, ERFE5EI N ZEELE
BEFEML T3, (cf. Op.cit. p.401)

(2)a. Them he bribed ¢.
b. They bribe easily.

FHIFEIRIT BZE
* FRKERERREEFRR
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¢. *Them bribe ¢ easily.

R bz, EEEE, BROZHETH DL, D
Z &3, UToOXxnZgo RN E g EE5E
THEIEPLREND, (cf. Fellbaum 1986:
2)

(3)a. The dog food cuts like meat to be
served conveniently to your pet.

b. *The dog food cuts like meat to
serve it conveniently to your pet.

b. &Fx
BEEL, BEMICEEL TWbEEZLN
50T, (4) KRELNBEI I, TOBEED
BEZHRLTLZ ) L) aFm L 3RETE
vy, (cf Keyser & Roeper 1984:404-405)

bribe

(4) *Bureaucrats easily all by

themselves.

T, BENCEETH I EEZLNLE8EE
i, BLTEBREANE ., -, BENL
EfEE dbyRiBA L I Lo TRETE Y
v, (cf. Op.cit. p.406)

(5) *Bureaucrats bribed easily by man-
ager.

&A=, ZEEIL, THObyRIEFRY
& > TEfEEREEICREIN S, (cf.1bid.)

(6)a. John was hit.
b. John was hit by Bill.

ik, FEOMEBICEL 2LFE, BEE
EWISEED L, RREITEIXOMEENREE,
FEEIABRLTRTELOITTHEY, 22
FTCHNLEETEDDERDE IR D, T
bbb, TEELOELER, ZOEECETS

ZEGh, BFEOZEETH), T, F0E
L, RAIIHENCMEROENETH -
2L 0k, EBEOUBIBBIN, EHHES
NeEETHLZE, $72, TEBHRLOMEES
13, COXOEEEY, TEENL JIZ, #HE
B FRIZ L LR, DF ), BELICIIEN
ZwitnEd, BEMICHFEL TWwb En) Z
ETH B,

EWVn) ki, ZEEX IR -7, BT
BXORHEABTIZOWTHISL 2HI2IE, T
EWLEEEIC DWW, BREBREOBD HEE
FTHuLEwz gk s, Lizd =T, ki, Z
DEBEWZEEEICOWT, TE - BEE»S
EETLILIZT S,

BENLEEEL A, BEEO®RENICSE
WTHIBREN G, 2F 0, BIfETRFETE, (B
BRIcEBWT) ZA % (recipient) ®, £ E
(beneficiary) Th -1, (FEHBEFRICEW
T) & (goal) Tid d N 137% vy, (cf.Fellbaum
1986:18)

(7)a. *Flowers receive with pleasure.
b. *Certain titles inherit automatically
in France.

Hyikz g, BBZECORBEBEICEY
Tit, EFEOMEICEMEEL L LTNITEL
v, Thbh, REEECBTLERS, 5
ERRBEETIEH VR, (cf. Ibid. )

(8)a. *White Cadillacs impress easily.
b. *Garlic tastes easily.

2%, BEBESICETLIEEIMEICH
L3, BMFENREEZRT L) ET
»d, Lad, HESERCBATREZL I,
FEEZ, BERIICEHFRNZHETHL, L)
Y, INLNZ EEEZAbLENL, HEE
SEICHFEENMIBIZIZ, EEEBETIE, T8
EHHELAL, BREETE, BEEITELT
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WBZ LIl B, I, ZoEY, BB
NET, ZEEEIIRL -7, REIZH LR
HTHBETEZ LI,

C. RBLIARA

T, KIS, 20 &) Rt %2 L oieEsg
XL, EDL ) LRBABRETDOTH S ) »,
PTFTl, 2O EizonTERT S,

REBIZE LI, HARFENHKREBTII LR T,
—EICEHETH L EEZ LN LHEL BN
%, BB LBRRTH %, (cf. Keyser & Roe-
per 1984:384, O'Grady 1980 a:59-60)

(9Ya. Bureaucrats bribe easily.
b. ?Yesterday, the
easily,
paper.

(10)a. The clothes iron well.
b. ?The clothes are ironing well at

bribed
according to the news-

mayor

the moment.

LoL, 20L& ) BRI N30,
REEIZELNITHERTIE L v, & v ) Dig,
FHRENIITEHNE—D, HDb\WIE, BOESR
NBEFTE2ERTHUTOIL, FETETH
L5 5TH5b, (cf. Fellbaum 1986:4)

(11)a. Her
hotcakes.

latest novel is selling like

b. The truck is handling smoothly.

c. The steaks you bought yesterday
cut like butter.

d. The paint we were persuaded to
buy sprayed on evenly.

INLDXE, GLAFRENH L, AL
MEETH, FRINBHERPKRET, 2017
HETHIENTES, HdWE, THILH
TEREV)IERRATH S,

B4 51z, BMBICERENL NI, 1THT

%< T, EEOMNEBEICH2BEMNLEET
(Fagan(1983) WEETE 218, “tBEIIH D
EZ8” . underlying subject) T 5,

BMETH DB L) 2 &iE, Bviez U,

BEEBEDEENNEIZH HEEEZ, T,

Horwit, BEENZLDOTIE e n) I &

Thb, & »T, 20 & 5 wEMfEEIL, peopleX
(any)onek L TERE N Tl s 72w, L

P Luh S, Z0ESLEELBICLOTED
(BT Ei, BETE N OERICHL T 2EY

L EGLT L L% s %, (Fellbaum 1986:

19)

(12)a. This car handles stiffly.
b. ??(Any)one handles this car stiff-
ly.
c. ??People,
car stiffly.
d. ??This car is handled stiffly by
people, in general.

in general, handle this

PUTFa& s hxhrmt Lo, ©lLb, 20
SO hEfEEIc L 21THOETA RN (do-
ability) #%7, (cf.Op.cit.p.2)

(13)a. People, in general, can handle this
car smoothly.
b. One can handle this car smoothly.
¢. This car can be handled smoothly
by people, in general.

BlE, #EEhZEXCld, BIRAYICIRIRS 1,
ERBEiCizFEN LY, BENT (D), RE
gz BT2) B XY, BREINLIHER
RRET, 1THETEIEITED & EATH]
RN RRENDL EEZ B,

2L, F0L D WHEEL, BRICRALLD
i, BENLEMEZIC A BN TH- T, (14 )
DELHTRE £ 912, RERICBENA TS EE

(ZEE) 1Bl T, 470 LBFRMTLL
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T3 kv, (cf. Fagan 1988:196)

(14)a. This book reads easily.
b. A cow eats hay.

% 72, Fellbaum(1986)(z X 112, #¥#&, &E
SEIXTIE, Z0TE&ED (FF) #Ri2, £&L
T, ZEEVFEIZL-TWE, 29,

INbNZ b, HEEEEIIE, KBEFE
THLZTEHEN, BHNTHL) b &,
LI EFBEBEORERFERTHICESIADLE
NEXTHHEER L), 72, ZDZ LIS,
van QOosten(1977:460) 7 LLF 32 A & 4, BIEE
2 b,

(15) The clothes wash with no trouble
because:--*
a. --they are machine-washable.
b. *---I have lots of time.
(16) It’s no trouble to wash the clothes

because--*
a. ---they are machine-washable.
b. -1 have lots of time.

A5 (1) # T ITb» D L5z, R
EiOBRTMEEE OBV E, EEHOXEHIMTH
LR T3, 2L, ZTEEIREB LD
FFEICENDEEBTETLTIY, TEEDFEN
FRENDIZLE2TRTLOTH D,

Plk, 2T TEELCELZLEETTE
HEERDEHIZK D, BREIZEIXTI, B
BHZERR R N2 BERLEIEZ Y, ZEHOR
BICERRT 2782 TLIEHTES, 2
EATTEM & 2 DITBNOERLKENERI N
vz Eiztd, Ld, ZoL)LERR
WNED, —BMEICEETHEEVIHRETHD
ZEhb, BB, ToOXE, FALAN (G T
L, 8% (%) ofFICERT 278 T
BIENTEDLNIZ, v EITTRME, %5
K2, ZDATEDERRED, #ict - T,

—MRANCEIZ L EZ LT, )l L%
BRI EEZLND, Thbh, ZTEENR
H2S, BRI BR LN XL THDBEEZ L ).
BLIZE 2, BENLEEZOBREEY, =
DFEEDFEE FLEIIBND Z EIZEBRL
TWbNTHb, 2FY, ZoHiZ, His,
STEMTHEEBTHSHEL IR -2, #

SEXORBANEDORHEY, BHLNEDTH
b, L72dsT, G LT, BESE
iz 185, TEECHEFCEE (| BT
DHRIE, ZOBESCKEEIIBNT, ZOXD
HHEAF BT BHcERT S, LTIz, 2
NLENBMEIZOWT, FARTI LTS,

<EFEBICELZHEE>
PDTofnrRd Loz, EBOMEIZIE, &
ARZATTLELBEL EVIDITTIR LW,

(17)a.
b. *This sonata plays easily.
(Fellbaum 1986:13)

This piano plays easily.

FENBRIRICE W TL, FEENRE L #E
FoMErELTLod, EEBICEThLD
Thd, 2%, TOFGLELEE, &M
IZTIEH5H, FERETTLIONRL, MEEZRT
Los, EFBELTELELEVW) 2 EIZL B,
(cf. Yoshimura 1990:497)

(18)a. Pine trees cut well.
b. This knife cuts well.

(19)a.
b. This cream polishes well.

(20)a. This lake fishes well.

This table polishes well.

iz, AMozghgd, FEELTELE
%, Yoshimura(1990) iz ks, 2o &EE L
Ti3, &Y, BIETNEEEEL LT, AH
NEEELZTATLIERE LD ETHY, =
N Eiz, ANHozghEy, HELZEATIEY
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(T, MHEBTEELTERINDLZ Eh b1
AR NIES, 29, ZOEBGLERIL, 2
HENEESEMEZ R ICERT 2 L E 2
L5,

(21)a. I don’t fool/discourage/shock/scare
so easily.
b. Don’t say such things to him. He
discourages very easily.
(van Oosten 1977:467)
(22)a. A baby washes more easily than
an armadilio.
b. A person who isn't self-conscious
photographs well.
trust easier than
(Yoshimura 1990:505)

c. Honest men
thieves.

<EEAICHELBBE>

i) & OEEED, RREIREICICIE, AL
&7 vy, Fellbaum (1986) i2 & t1iE, LU Focht
AT LI, HBELREORBES (—H9) |
GhLOBMEE S LE L T L8, BREVZE)
X LHRINE LV, twninlt, Zak
5 A EEROERARRIL, BHFMICEREN S
BENTEEEIC L - TERAINE 225 T
»5,

(23)a. *Crickets see on summer evenings.
b. *His mathematical papers explain
easily. (Fellbaum 1986:15-16)

ZOBRERIE, B2 ud, REEEch
1T EEANERA TR 2 R b DI, ZOE)E
DEREVFRD, EHTECNORIANE ORHE
KRERATZLE IICKE L) ZEETREL
TLNb,

<BlFE (8 BETHR>
1IEAEDRBISZELTIE, BlFE (R »°8)
AN LIZEL S, Vv ni, EIFF ) (1,

RESBHXTRLEELERYEZ 22 5TH
5, LL, &5 () »hwis, IEAED
REENZEISCIE, BT HRETH %, (cf.Fell
-baum 1986:7)

(24)a. *Washington’s letters don’t read.
b. Washington’s don’t
easily .
(25)a. *This salami slices.
b. This salami slices easily.

letters read

Ti3, BIFE (38) » ZoOXBYWT, FA
TEELEREPGLITVZ20THAHH, LT
12, ZOZEIZDWTHRT,

(26) n3cHRT & H iz, BlEE () %Rz
XET L0, BEELDL, ©LAEBED
¥iTH 2, (cf.Fellbaum 1986:9-10)

(26)a. *This little flashlight plugs in
expertly.
b. *Red wine spots wash out care-

fully.
c. *Cotton irons cautiously.

Fellbaum (1985) iz & 2 Bl&@ o> a3 $H i (KL T
nig, 26)nz 4 7oEIE (38) 13, HRENE
# (manner adverbs) LIFFNTWELDTH
b, ZORFE (B8 3, BEICEBRINGH
ENLEBETORETIZ L, FENLEEE
DEHEE2ERATLNT, (26)DUIFEAHE
iDLk,

25z, &8 () o, ZEEORELERB
LTwaZEid, estginic, fFEN5EIR
DREEFRLZEICL - T, L DEHREICEBRS
Nz, UToxXHnd e, RETERLER

(B) 13, 2oy, BEFETIILLT, £
EEICRRTAHYE (2D 28R) R, 72,
THEFH D0, TEOER SEEIIEZS
WELECEL 2V EHT 5, (cf. Fellbaum
1985)
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(27)  These chairs fold up | easily.
quickly.
in a jiffy.

(28)a. This dog food cuts and chews like

meat.

b. Her novels sell like hotcakes.

c. This light plugs into any household

outlet.

d. Polyester cleans faster than cotton.

e. This umbrella folds up in the

pocket. (Fellbaum 1985:24,26)

Fellbaum (1985) iz L #LiE, Q7Y 5 4 7' DE|
@ (3H) 12, &5 & NEIE (facility adverbs)
LEEEN, (Q8)n s A ToEE ($H) T, Bk
ENEIE] (event adverbs ) LI B L DT,
INLOEIEE () A, REZECE W TUE
BREELLNTH 5,

55, B (FH) 13, BRESEticsnT
FEEIINT ITENERSCRELERTS 1§7J
ERLTW3DTHY, Z0h, Ficbik~r,
L, BE () »°cvie s, 12EA S DR
ZEAFRTURE LD EOEHATH S,

PE, ok, BEFEAOBRECEYTET
DHRL L, REAFOREICERL T3
ZEMRINTZ,

I BHFADBEREIFEL

BBV B L1B0EE &, R LB VWE
HE 2o oREIR, £ 0T BRI
B XOFEICEETE22E M ICLD &
SZETHB,

T3, Wwolivw, FATERNEHEZL-

ghaAhT, EHWRET, HD\VvidE L, FATY

BTHEDD, ZORMEEC 201, TORE
ébxﬁhstu?ﬁﬁl"m‘é&ﬁb 7 & B AR RE L B R
BV TRLN D EREBICOWTEEL,
INSOREE, REEITEXORFNE L OBED

LR3I EIZT S,

. {ERTEE 2 BHER O BRIV
L,LT’CCi EAT R L BER O BRI HEE
By 5, EETLICHI- TS, BHANEDL
t%f“z‘fu LiEEL TN,

1. ZiLxERTEH

Zowizix, MENEIL (cf. Yoshimura
1990) %, {b2EHy - ¥R Z L (cf. Pol-
dauf 1969) #fiz, HEELSLESE
BZELLRBH LN 5,

<BENE(EET B>

(29)a. Granite lifts with difficulty.
b. This sign dismantled easily.
c. The baggage transfers efficiently.
{Yoshimura 1990:502)

<AL - EWERELL 2 R T8 >

(30)a. Sugar dissolves in salt water.
b. Gold does not corrode.
¢. Their flesh assimilates more finely
(Poldauf 1969:29)

<yER AL % BT A >

I ORI A Lo IzE, TREY LA L, REE
L, BOEEEENS L) ICEbND,
LTz, &7icowT, FlERT,

O ke AL & K B

(31)a. Constance and Samuel had half of
all Aunt Harriet’s money and half
of Mrs.Baines’s; the other half was
accumulating for a hypothetical

Sophia, Mr. Critchlow being trus-
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tee.

b. ---and its resourses are diminishing
in a struggle for markets.
c. Her eyes were filling with tears.
d. Wealth was increasing.
(Buyssens 1979:755-756)

OREENZEL % KT BN

(32)a. The arteries were hardening.

b. The tale of her thefts lengthening
hour by hour.

c. The clenched fingers were loosen-
ing

d. The novitiate was ending.

e. It(The
withering away under the hands of

Renaissance) was fast

Spaniards and Jesuits.
(Ibid .:755-757)

oI % ET B

(33)a. The stage is rapidly darkening.
b. All was still, discreetly mellowed
in the late sunlight, which was
already vyellowing as the sun
declined. (Ibid.:756,757)
il BT b2 RTEHFAIHL L E2E
gL,

LERREOELE KT 8>
RAF D& B, ANEoEiEL ok
Ui, €T TH 5, (cf. Yoshimura

1990)

(34)a. Don’t say such things to him. He
discourages very easily.

(Yoshimura 1990:503)
b. John astonishes easily. (1bid.:505)
¢. Mary seduces easily. (Ibid.:505)
N DEERL, LETRENETLEET
LOELT, FEOITLN5,
Db, Zl2ETL0OL L THEEIITLNS
g & R,

2. BT EREE RTHEH

oz, BEEEMLTETEINELD
(cf.Yoshimura 1990 : Poldauf 1969) o #f
IS, RICEEEN L Z X ic k- TRITE NS,
Bifiay 2 E4 F£3 4 o (cf . Yoshimura 1990)
LREBDHLN B,

<EEZNL TEITENLEBELZERTHHE>
(35)a. Black-and-white film  develops
easily.
b. The door won’t lock.
c. Silver polishes easily with this

special cloth. (Yoshimura 1990:502)
(36)a. A jacket that buttons up close to
the neck.
b. Curtain that draw in front of the
coach.
c. The head screw off at the middle
of the neck. (Poldauf 1969:28)

<EZEBOBRIEL R TEF>

(37)a. These toys assemble rapidly.
b. Cheap basketballs dribble poorly.
c. Cotton yarn rolls easily.
(Yoshimura 1990:502)
DLk, HMe9giE & L TR ST S 115 85
Rz,

3. MRIZMTTERZRTEHA
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T FHRIFE

B EH LS 21E, WHITER & ARERIC
ZaENs Lo cBbns, 251, AER
123, BESFEICNT AERS, MER» R
HLENE, LITiZ, &ri2oWT, FlERT,

<HBYER £ KT BRI >

OREREICNT 3 EA+ X TEE
REMICEEINIFELERTI2EHID
%, {(cf. Poldauf 1969)

(38)a. The wine drank too flat.
b. They eat
Marrow.

with a savour like
c. The cigar smokes delicious.
(Poldauf 1969:31)

OMBIIER % K T BYEY

(39)a. Russian novels read easily.
(Fellbaum 1985:24)
b. The lines rhyme. (Hatcher 1943:9)

c. The book translate easily.
(Keyser & Roeper 1984:383)

<SHROYER R EIR >

Ko & ghEs, BEE, BERrMbLT, N
S8 (N2 &) KT 0EREET LS
wBbhs,

(40)a. The door opens easily.
b. The bottle breaks easily.
(Keyser & Roeper 1984:383)
c. The baby fed easily.(Endo 1986:
115)
d. These weeds pull out easily.

(Fellbaum 1986:17)

LLE, MRICRIZTIERERTEFEIHS
EEBEL,

ZZETE, FERTRLEFEIIOVWT, 20
FREEBAEBL TEbITTH LY, Ih
LR L, AR LEFEICKEL - FR
PR, ZOBEATERINHITENDBRER
KEED, BESFOMBOBETELZILNDE
KT, Tkho, WHNLEEEFRTLNT
Hb, EEZHE5NTR LW LEbNS,

2. ERTTTRE % BhED ) BEREVRFRL

Fellbaum (1986) »*#&#8 3 % & 5 Iz, MRS,
BRSO, BRERTEEL, —RICERTTRE
ThHbd,

1. HELRIHHE

(41) *Crickets
watch

see rn summer evenings.

hear ) (Fellbaum 1986:15)

2. HB- BREREERITEHR

(42) *His mathematical papers, explain
understand

grasp
learn

easily.

comprehend
question
doubt
refute
(dis) prove
believe
(Fellbaum 1986:15)

Yoshimura(1990) /O #&E i & huid, sKE 2
ETEHFRALFERALRTETH 2,

3. WMEEERIHH

(43) *Beer wants frequently.
(Yoshimura 1990:501)
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IHLDEFENCMZ T, FBRPRELRTH
FALERRTRETH 5,

4. FEEERTHHA

(44)a. *The answer realizes easily.
(O’Grady 1980 a:64)
b. *The answer knows easily.
c. *The arguments assume easily.
(Keyser & Roeper 1984:383)
d. *Mary considers smart easily.
(Endo 1986:115)

5. REIEHILREZ KT ER

(45)a. *A new car prides easily.
b. *Snakes fears easily.
(O’Grady 1980 a:64)
¢. *These people like easily.
(Palmer 1974:93)

PELY, AT EEICIEBT 5 5
I3, Keyser & Roeper(1984:383) mE ¥ % &
D, MRA L LHEE) (abstract mental
activity) # X T LD THBEFE2 S,  Fiz2,
BREOBEROFH L, BELOBREICOWVT,
EHANFDE»LEZDERDEIICL S, D
0, EEATRELEEICHL T, FHTREY
O BRI, REBTBXORRARTT
Horrzrn, THEHERME, 2, TR E
fEEick » T, ZEERCHL T EINEITED
FBATATREME, 12, BATHLNTHHELERL
Y. Thbb, FERWRELEEIL, EIEEIT
DEHEICEEL TWBEDTH 5,

Bk, TZFTEELTEL, ERYRY
BiER & RN BER O BRNEHRE, £
FNLTICRT,

@) FERTRELEEFRI, BEKr - HEEEE R

1. %Mk - fLENEL
- AbEEy - MR EALL
- YEEElL (B, f, KEB)
- LERRENZE
2. TNEIERIE - BEE AL HRIE
- EERBEEORE
- REER (VERY, H189)
- SH9PER

3. fEH

B ERAANTReL BT, HMREY - LHESE
=7,

1. &%

2. HEfE BB

3. ;¥

4. RE

5. RFEILKEE
m #uU

UEnEZEIZL »T, BETHZOHNES,
KDESICEEDDLIENTED, BEITEIL
I3, FEEOFELPLENCRNE 2Bz, &
ABANZE-TYH, BITHEETHE LBbND
1T&, % b0, ZOTENDERLREY —ik
BICERT 5, B ESCICERAAR TR B
i3, MR TLHLRESL2ETLOE L THE
DTN b —F, FRATRELEENL, BANT
HENLESHEFET IO L TREESITLN
5, BREISEICICB YT, BfEE L T
BaE3nhnwz &, ZTEEORES LI R
NBEZEIZEBLTWE EEbN S,

& £ X ®
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