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Methodology for Measuring Parent-Child Relations

Hideo Kojima

Refining, and adding some related data to, the previous proposals, the writer
suggests a method to grasp the parent-child relations more completely.

Step 1. To assess the parent-child relations from the viewpoints of parents, child,
and observer. In order to find the most meaningful dimensions for the description of
parent-child relations by each of them, in the first we should know which aspect of
the relations is regarded as important by each age level of children. The writer finds that
at preschool level, parent-child relations in the aspect of dependence on parents are
more important than at any other age level. In the second, we should reveal the
perceptual space in terms of which parents, child and observer perceive each other.

Step 2. To examine whether there exists significant and predictable ralation among
the three kinds of descriptions at step 1. The writer hypothesizes that descriptions of
parent-child relations by the three persons on the control-autonomy dimension may be
consistent with each other, while on the love-hostility dimenion, they may not be.

Step 3. To assess the attitude or opinion level of, the wished-for level of, and the
projective level of responses about parent-child relations, and also the personality fac-
tors of parents and child respectively. Then these measures of parents and child are
respectively to be related to those of them at step I. The writer finds that at preschool
level, extrapunitive children describe their parents as more rejective than children of
other P-F types.
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Step 4. To assess the cultural, social and historcial factors of the family, and to
relate them to the masures at step 3 and 1.

When we try to find the antecedent-consequent relations between parental attitudes
or behavior and child’s personality or behavior, the parent-child relations variables
obtained from child should first be used as antecedent variables, and through which
other antecedent variables obtained from parents and observer are to be related to the

consequent variables.



