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[Research Materials) Supplementary Note and Reproduction of
Utoki in the Collection of the Shomyoji Temple in Komatsu

KONISHI Yoko
WAKABAYASHI Ryoichi
KURODA Satoshi

Abstract

Utoki, in the possession of the Shomyoji Temple in Komatsu, is a journal kept by Shuko on a daily basis
during the year 1769. Shuko was the 11th chief priest of the Shokoji Temple in Komatsu.

The journal is famous for its historical content about Komatsu-jian-sodo. We will be introducing a new
reprint of the entire text in several installments.

Komatsu-jian-sodo refers to a conflict over the possession of Gunchu-goei by temples and Buddhist
supporters of the Jode Shinshu sect of Nomi-gun, who rioted in 1770 as a result of the conflict.

Gunchu-goei is a pait of portraits of Shinran and Kennyo. The work was given to Nomi-gun in 1595
and held by the following temples in a year-long rotation in the Edo period: Honrenji, Hongakuji, Kankiji,
Honkoji, Shokoji, and Shomyoji temples of Komatsu-machi.

However, the Honrenji Temple and Juho-an, a messenger of the Honganji Temple, insisted that Gurchu-
goei should be transferred to Kanazawa Gobo.

Nomi-gur, in strong opposition to the transfer, descended on Komatsu-machi with arms and destroyed
the Honrenji Temple and others. To hold Gunchu-goei was grounds for claiming that Nomi-gun was
directly affiliated with the Honganji Temple. To be without Gunchu-goei would lead to a position below
that of Kanazawa Gobo.

Utoki is a record written by a person involved in the riot, and it has not been analyzed sufficiently.

The journal contains not only important information about the Jodo Shin sect of Buddhism in the Edo
period but also various stories that Shuko heard that should capture the interest of researchers. We hope
that many researchers will use our reprint to deepen discussions.

Keyword
Komatsu-jian-sodo (turmoil among temples in Komatsu), Gunchu-goei (a pair of portraits held in Nomi-
gun), Nomi-gun, early modem Jodo Shinshu sect



