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Abstract

Hokuyo-enbujo, which was built on Osaka Kita-no-shinchi in 1915, has seen the inside of the buildings
renovated twice, in 1929 and in 1932. This study explores the concrete phase of the renovation through
floor plans, interviews, photographs taken at the Hokuyo-naniwaodori, and newspaper articles. It is our
conclusion that the dismantlement of the seats for the guests of honor was the primary purpose of the
renovation in 1929 and that the purpose of the 1932 renovations was to exchange zabuton seating to chair
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seating. In addition, each of the renovations influenced the construction of Hokuyo-enbujo. As far as the

context for the renovations, the first round of renovations came during a period of deteriorating economic

situation due to a financial crisis and the later renovations came during a period of westernization of

lifestyle.

Keywords

Hokuyo-enbujo, Reserved seating for honored guests, Chair seating, Financial erisis,

Westernization of lifestyle
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