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The Present State of a Nursery Facility for Sick Children (Part 1)

Recognition of the Necessities for such Facilities in Hirakata City
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The nursery facilities for sick children of working mothers have not been given much attention

in community planning.

The purpose of this report is to survey the working parents’ recognition of the need for such
facilities, and to study on the distance from users’ homes to the facility in community planning.

We studied about Hirakata Gity, Osaka, where the facility has been operating since 1969 as
an independent facility. It is the earliest facility of its type in Japan.

The results were as follows:

1) Ninety-four percent of the users, and 88% of the non-users recognized the necessities for

such facilities in the community.

2) The facilities are highly evaluated because Pparents can continue to work, while at the same
time the rapid recovery of children from illness is promoted.

3) Nearly half of the non-users stated that the reason they didn’t use the facility was that it

was too far from their residences.

4) Such facilities should be located no more than 2 km from the Pparents’ residences.
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