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A historical study on the developments of elementary school
playgrounds in Iwate prefecture of Meiji Era (Part I, 1883)

Hideaki OHKUBO

Abstract(part 1)

The first standards for building an elementary school playgrounnd in Japan were provided
for by the Standards of Elementary School Facilities, 1891. Afterwards, the playground of
elementary schools in Japan had been well equipped.

The purpose of this study is to clarify how the playgrounds of local elementary schools
were located before the establishment of the standards. The main materials are 383 school
plane figures in a part of the applications of school establishments, which were presented to the
Iwate Prefectural Office during 1883-84.

In this paper at the beginning, the problem of 169 school plane figures in 1883 are treated
as Part I. The problem of the rest 214 examples will be treated as Part II.

The summary of the result was as follows :

1) Only 38 of 169 examples (21%) named the area of the playground. Among them the
maximum area was 291 tsubo (960m2), the minimum area was 8 tsubo (26.4m?), and the mean
area was 75.6 tsubo (249.5m?).

2) 124 examples estimated the playground area (Total school area minus Schoolhouse area)
were classified into three groups. A) under 50 tsubo (165m?)-56, B) 50-100 tsubo (165-330m?)
-26, C) over 100 tsubo (330m?)-42. That is to say, about 60% of the elementary schools in those
days had hardly any playground area.

3) Most of the forms of the playgrounds were about the schape of square.

4) Most bearings of the playgrounds were south or east in the school area.
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