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Hiroki Nakanishi: A new form of Hibiscus hamabo Siebold et
Zucc. (Malvaceae) from Amakusa in western Kyushu, Japan

Biological Laboratory, Faculty of Education, Nagasaki University, Nagasaki 852-8521, Japan

Hibiscus hamabo Siebold et Zucc., a semi-
mangrove plant, is distributed from the southern
Kanto District through Tokai, the Kii Peninsula,
western part of Honshu, Shikoku, Kyushu to
Amami Island (Nakanishi 1979; Ohba 1989,
1999). The distribution maps were published by
Horikawa (1976) and Nakanishi (1985). The
shrub is found frequently in western Kyushu
where the coastline is very irregular {Nakanishi
2000). Its flowers are about 7 em across and yel-
low with a dark red center (Kitamura and Mu-
rata 1971; Okuyama 1977; Ohwi and Ki-
tagawa 1983 ; Makino 1889; Ohba 1989, 1999}
and it is often planted along roadsides and in
parks in Kyushu.

A plant bearing white flowers with bright red
center (Fig. 1A) was newly found in Ushibuka
City, the Amakusa Islands of Kumamoto Prefec-
ture, western Kyushu. This shrub approximately
4 m high grows together with shrubs of typical
form on the shore of a sea-relic lake (Fig. 1B).

I describe it as a new form of the species.
White flowered forms have been occasionally
found in Hibiscus species with purple or pinkish
flowers such as H. syriccus L. and H. mutabilis
L., but not in Hibiscus species with yellow flow-
ers such as H. hamabo and H. tiliaceus L.

This new form is distinguishable from the
typical form only by its coloration. The white
flower contrasts finely with bright red center so
that the new form seems to be horticulturally
valuable.

Hibiscus hamabo Siebold et Zuce. f. albiflorus
H. Nakanishi, forma nov. (Fig. 1A and B)

A typo floribus albis differt. Clare rubra mae-
ula centrum floris cccupans,
Hab. Japonica. Kyushu. Kumameote Pref.: the
community of Hibiscus hamabo typical form,

Ushibuka City, Amakusa Islands (H. Nakanighi,
July 30, 2000 ; holotype in NAG, the Herbarium
of Faculty of Education, University of Nagasaki).
Nom. Jap. : Shirobana-hamabe, nom. nov.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to
Mr. Y. Kobayashi of Kumamoto Prefecture who
gave me valuable suggestions on my field inves-
tigations. Many thanks are also due to Prof N.
Naruhashi of Toyama University for his kind ad-
vice in the preparation of the manuscript.
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Fig. 1. New form of Hibiscus hamabo photographed in Ushibuka City, Amakusa Islands of Kumamoto Prefecture
on Aug. 3, 2000. A, Flowers; B, Shrub growing together with typical form on the shore of sea-relic lake.
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