Boerhavia erecta L. Occurs in the Ryukyus
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selenderest midvein among the five species studi-
ed, while Rk. indicum has the second smallest leaf
and the second slenderest midvein. It is generally
assumed that, in a lower taxonomic rank like a
section, a species having a large leaf with netted
veins has a thicker midvein than that of a species
having a small leaf withi the similar vein, Further-
more, it is reliable that the thicker the midvein
becomes, the thicker the midrib becomes. There-
fore, among the species in section Tsufsusi, the
thickness of midrib is sure to vary with the
thickness of midvein as well as with the funda-
mental size of leaf. On the other hand, the
thickness of the leaf blade may not vary to any
considerable degree among the species, in
relationship to leaf size, midvein thickness and
other leaf parameters. The blade thickness is
thought to be independent of the other characters
in each species. Therefore, it can be said that the
degree of protrusion of the midrib varies under
the combined influence of the thickness of midrib
and the thickness of leaf blade.

It is noteworthy that section Tsufsust includes a
species which shows a wvery high degree of
protrusion and another species which shows a
very low degree. This variation in the degree of
protrusion may be desirable to adopt as a taxono-
mic character for dividing section Tswfsusi into
subsection.
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Boerhavia erecta L., Sp. PL (1753) 3; J. F. STEMMERIK, Fl. Malesiana Ser. 1, Vol. 63 (1964) 454, Fig. 1, h

Hab. Ryukyus: Isl. Ishigaki, G. IKEDA 3693, Jun. 14, 1677.
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