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Ecological Study of Gyrophora esculenta Mivosui on Mt. Jiri in Korea
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Fig. 1. Distribution of Gyrophora esculenta in
Korea. The 9th location is Mt. Jiri.
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Fig. 2. Specimen of Gyrophora esculenta collected
from Mt. Jiri, Korea.
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Fig. 3. A view of Mt, Jiri. The site of Gyrophora
esculenta is indicated by an open triangle.
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Fig. 4. Gyrophora esculenta growing on the rock in
a site on Mt. Jiri, Korea.
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Summary

The purpose of this study is to investigate the
ecology of Gyrophora esculenta MIYOSHI, a lichen
species. This lichen is one of the oriental specialities,
which is named “Iwatake” in Japanese or “Sheakki”
in Korean. It is often used in dishes in Japan, but also
used as a drug material in Korea.

As shown in the map (Fig. 1), many localities of this
lichen have been recorded in Korea, On Mt. Jiri (Mt.
Chii-san in Japanese), the ecology of this lichen was
studied by Kim. Kamiya has undertaken a compara-
tive field survey of this lichen species in central
Japan.

As a result of this study, the present authors found
that Gyrophora esculenta mainly occurs on the south-
ern side of rock masses, but less frequently on east
and west sides, and actually no occurrence on the
northern side. This tendency was the same on both
Mt. Jiri in Korea and mountains in central Japan.
Thus, Gyrophora esculenta is a lichen species which
mainly occurs on sunny and dry sites on the rocks,
just comparable to a fern species, Selaginella in-
volvens SPRING.
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