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Introduction

It is well known that ocean currents carry
seeds and fruits of tropical plants for very
great distances and in particular to the coast
of far distant northern areas. Many reports
about tropical plants disseminules washed
ashore on the coast of Florida and northwest-
ern Europe have been published since the sev-
enteenth century (Cook 1910; GUPPY 1917 ;
GUNN 1968, 1977 ; NELsSON 1978). These respec-
tive beaches are influenced by the Gulf Stream
and North Atlantic Current which deposit trop-
ical debris on their beach (GUNN 1968).
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The Kuroshio Current derived from the
North Equatorial Current to the east of the
Philippines flows along the eastern side of the
Asian Continent, and may carry a good deal
of tropical debris to Japan. However, few ef-
forts have been made to record stranded seeds
and fruits on the coast of Japan, except [SHII
(1973, 1976) who did reported those found in
northern Kyushu.

The present note aims to record drift
fruits collected on the coast in Japan during Jan.
1979 to Feb. 198L
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Fig. 1. Map showing the localities where drift fruits were collected.
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Records of tropical drift fruits

Localities (Fig.1) and the drift fruits col-
lected are listed below. The number of speci-
mens collected are listed after each plant name.
Cocos nucifera was usually found on the beach
as a plece of husk. Such a piece was counted
as one specimen, and is indicated by the letter
“H” before the number of specimens.

1. Tomioka, Reihoku-cho, Amakusa-gun,
Kumamoto Pref.; Cocos nucifera H2, Barringto-
nia asiatica 1 (Aug. 16. 1980).

2. Nomo to Kurohama, Nomozaki-cho, Ni-
shisonogi-gun, Nagasaki Pref.; Nypa fruticans 1
(Feb. 11. 1979), 1 (Feb. 15. 1981); C. nucifera H1
(Feb. 11. 1979), H1 (Jan. 4. 1981).

3. Takero, Sanwa-cho, Nishisonogi-gun,
Nagasaki Pref.; Heritiera [ittoralis 1 (Jan. 4.
1981).

4. Mietago, Nagasaki City, Nagasaki Pref.;
B. asiatica 1 (Feb. 16. 1980), 1 (Aug. 14. 1980), 1
(Jan. 3. 1981); C. nucifera H1 (Nov. 4. 1980).

5. Syutsuzu to Kurohama, Sotome-cho,
Nishisonogi-gun, Nagasaki Pref.; C nucifera H1
(Jan. 3. 1981); N. fruticans 1, B asiatica 1 (Feb.
16. 1981).

6. Magaribana,Oshima-mura, Kitamatsuura-
gun, Nagasaki Pref.; C nucifera H6, B. asiatica
1 (June 14. & 15. 1980).

7. Keya to Hijinoma-
tsubara, Shima-cho, Itoshima-
gun, Fukuoka Pref.; C. nuci-
fera 3 + H6 (Feb. 4. 1980),
1 + H1 (Feb. 18. 1981); Te-
rminalia catappa 1, unidenti-
fied fruit 1 (Feb. 4. 1980).

8. Nishinoura, Nishi-ku, §
Fukuoka City, Fukuoka
Pref.; C. nucifera 1 (Feb. 18.
1981).

9. Natsuigahama, Ashi-
ya-cho, Onga-gun, Fukuoka
Pref.; B asiatica 1 (Oct. 10.
1979).

10. Yoshimo to Fukue,
Shimonoseki City, Yamagu-
chi Pref.; C nucifera 1 + H3

(Mar. 20. 1980), 1 + H1 (Jan. 7. 1981), H6 (Feb.
13. 1981); N. fruticans 2 (Mar. 20 1980),1 (Jan.
7.1981), 1 (Feb. 13. 1981); H. /ittoralis 6 (Jan.
7.1981), 5. (Feb. 13. 1981), Xwlocarpus Lranatum
3 (Jan. 7.1981), 3 (Feb. 13. 1981); Cerbera man-
ghas 1 (Jan. 7. 1981) ; Barringtonia racemosa 1
(Feb. 13. 1981).

11. Aoi, Toyoura-cho, Toyoura-gun, Yama-
guchi, Pref.; C. nucifera H2 (May 6. 1980).

12. Kibu, Masuda City, Shimane Pref.; C.
nucifera H1 (Feb. 11. 1981).

13. Matsubara, Misumi-cho, Naka-gun, Shi-
mane Pref.; N. fruticans 1, H. littoralis 1 (Feb.
11. 1981).

14. Ohira, Oda City, Shimane Pref.; N. fru-
ticans 1 (May 18. 1980).

15. Etomo, Kashima-cho, Yatsuka-gun, Shi-
mane Pref.; C manghas 1 (May 17. 1980).

16. Shionomisaki, Kushimoto-cho, Nishimuro-
gun, Wakayama Pref.; C nucifera H3 (July
24. 1979).

17. Ohzirohama, Miyama-cho, Kitamuro-gun,
Mie Pref.; C nucifera 1, N. fruticans 1, B, asiatica
1 (Aug. 29. 1980).

18. Shiogamahama, Nanto-cho, Watarai-gun,
Mie Pref.; B. asiatica 2, Garcinia mangostana 1,
unidentified fruit 1 (Aug. 4. 1979).

19. Onizaki to Ohnomachi, Tokoname City,
Aichi Pref.; N. fruticans 1 (Jan. 1.1979), 27
(Mar. 24. & 25.1979), 8 (Apr. 2.1979),1 (July
22.1979), 1 (July 27. 1979), 1 (Dec. 30. 1979), 1

Fig.2. Fruits of Nypa fruticans washed ahore on the coast of
Tokoname City, Aichi Prefecture (Mar. 24, & 25. 1979).
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(Jan. 1. 1980), 9 (Mar. 24. 1980), 10 (Mar. 26.
1980), 5 (July 28. & 29. 1980); C. nucifera HI1
(Jan. 1. 1979}, HZ (Mar. 24. 1979), H5 (Apr. 2.
1979), H1 (July 27.1979), H1 (Jan. 1. 1980), H1
{Mar. 26. 1980), HT (July 28. 1880), H1{July 30.
1980), H1 (Aug. 1. 1880); C manghas 1 {Mar,
24. 1980); unidentified fruit 1 (Apr. 2. 1979).

20. Irakomisaki to Nishihama, Atsumi-cho,
Atsumi-gun, Aichi Pref.; C nucifere 1 + H1
(July 30. & 31.1979), 1 + H5 (Mar, 25.1980),
H2 (Aug. 26. 1980); M. fruticans 1(July 30.1979),
6 (Mar. 25. 1980); G. mangostana 4 (Mar. 25.
1980); X. granatum 1 (July 31. 1980), 1 {Aug.
26. 1980).

21. Mihama, Heda-cho, Tagata-gun, Shizu-
oka Pref.; C nucifera H1 (Apr. 1. 1979).

22. Shibagaki, Hakui City, Ishikawa Pref.;
X. granatum 1 (July 27. 1980).

23. Maze, Iwamuro-mura, Nishikanbara-gun,
Niigata Pref.; X, granatum 1 {July 25. 1980).

24. Kanegasaki to Kamo, Oga City, Akita
Pref.: C nucifera H1, N. fruticans 1, H. littoralis
1 (July 24. 1980).

25. Motowaki, Ichiura-mura, Kitatsugaru-
gun, Aomori Pref.»C. nucifera H3 (July 22.
1980).

Thirteen different species of drift fruits
which washed ashore on the coast of Japan
were found. Nine of these species were identi-
fied : Nwpa fruticans, Cocos wnucifera, Hevitiera
fittoralis, Barringtonia asiatica, B racemosa, Xylo-
carpus granatum, Garcinia mangostana, Cervera
manghas, and Terminalia calappa. The total
number of specimens collected was 201. The
most frequent drift fruits were those of M
fruticans (83 specimens). This spesies was
followed by C nucifera (10 fruits and 62 pieces
of husk), H. Ltloralis (14), B asiatica (10) and
X. granatum (10). These fruits are more fre-
quently found from winter to spring when the
prevailingly gales blow.
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