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Rhododendron sanctirm NAKAI was proposed in
1952 and was noted to have 10 stamens and to show
no hair on a style of pistil. OHWI (1975} gavea
similar description of the stamens and the styles
of the species. KITAMURA and MURATA (1974),
however, reported that there were found 2 dif-
ferent types of styles, mamely a style with hair and
without hair, even among the individuals collected
from one and the same area.

An observation was made by the present author
on variations in some floral leaves of Rh. sanctum.
This paper deals with the result.

Material and Method

The materials used were individuals growing
wild at Mt. Asama, Mie prefecture. Theobserva-
tion was carried out at the eariy part of June in
1978 and 1979. For the reason mentioned former-
ly (KURITA 1977), the styles were used for ascer-
taining an existence of their hairs after a sep-
aration of a whole style from an ovary. In the pre-

sent study, the hairs are limited to large hairs seen
easily with a naked eye, without regard to small
hairs such as papillae. A loculus number per ovary
was counted at the cross section through a middle
part of ovary.

Observation

Each of 119 flowers has a corolla showing 5 lobes.
A stamen varies from 5 to 10 in number per flower
as shown in table 1. The flowers with 10 and 9
stamens (41.29 and 33.69¢ respectively) are much
more than any other flower. Out of the 119 flowers,
73 (61.3%) each have a style withhair and the others
(38.7%) a style without hair, In the B-, C- and I-
individual shown in table 2, some flowers have a
style with hair and the others have a style without
hair. As shown in table 3, 52 flowers (88.1%) each
have an ovary consisting of 5 loculi, and the re-
maining 7 (11.99%) have an ovary consisting of 6
loculi. There are found both the flowers with 5 and
6 ovarian loculi in a single individual (G, I, K in table

Table 1. Number of stamen in Rhododendron sanctum. 3).
No. of Discussion
. t .
Individual 0. of stamen No. of The floral leaves of Rh. sanctum are
vidua flower .
5 6 7 5. 9 10 based on the basic number of 5.

A 0 0 0 0 5 6 11 All thell9flowerseachhaveacorolla

B 0 3 7 1 0 0 1 showing 5 lobes. Therefore, it can be
. 1 . .

C 0 0 0 0 3 1 " said th.at the petals of this species are
stable in number. As known from table

D 0 0 0 1 10 10 a 1, the flowers with 10 stamensamoun to
E 0 0 0 1 2 0 3 41.2% of the observed flowers and the
F 0 0 0 1 0 9 10 other flowers are furnished with 5 to 9
G 0 0 0 1 12 0 13 stamens. The numb.er of stamens is
thought to be considerably unstable.

H 0 0 0 0 1 7 8 : :
The decrease in number of stamen is
! 0 0 0 5 7 0 12 always caused by at least the missing
J 7 1 1 1 0 0 10 of an upper stamen which is to occur on
K 0 0 0 0 0 6 6 an outer whorl of stamen and inside an

. 1 f
No.of 7 4 P m 0 9 18 }Jpperpetal Aful accou'nto adec::ease
flower in number of stamen will be published
0,

(6) (5.9 3.4 6.7 9.2 33.6 41.2) elsewhere. Judging from table 2, it can

A to E individuals recorded in the 7th report of this series

be probably said that Rk, sanctum plants
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at Mt. Asama show a tendencytobear a Table 2. Number of style with and without hair in Rk. sencfum.
ha.ir on style. In a single individual (B, C, Hair Individual
I in table 2), there are found 2 types of  on %‘i{,ﬁf (%)
style as to the hair. As noted by Kira. ¢ (A B ¢ D E F G H I J K

MURA and MURATA (1974}, it is not reason- + |11 7 421 3 0 0 0 11 1¢ 6| 73 (61.3)
able to establish a variety in Rh. sanctum - 0 410 0 0 10 13 8 1 0 0] 46 (38.7
according to the hair of style. The flower

showing 6 loculi in ovary amount to 11.9

Table 3. Number of loculus i f Rh, sanctum.
9 of 59 flowers (table 3). All the other 1 ovary of . sanchum

flowers (88.19) are found to have 5 loculi, LOC(‘;‘}US Individual No. of )
A carpel seems to exhibit a tendency to ovary F G H I ] K flower 7
increase, contrary to the stamen. 5 10 11 8 11 10 ) 52 (88.1)
A correlation is not found between any
2 out of the 4 objects studied at the pre- 6 0 2 0 ! 0 4 7 _aL9)
sent paper.
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