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This study investigates what kind of learning instruction Japanese language teachers can provide to
assist foreign nursing candidates through the Economic Partnership Agreement to not only pass the
National Nursing Examination, but also to work for many years in Japan after passing the exam. First,
I investigated the causes of incorrect answers of candidates on the National Nursing Examination. The
results revealed that in addition to mistakes caused by having a lack of specialist nursing knowledge,
the difficulty of vocabulary, abbreviated subjects, mistaking subjects for objects, errors in lifestyle
habits, etc. comprise difficulties in the National Nursing Examination for candidates. Therefore, I
developed a textbook to overcome these difficulties. And in addition to that, I interviewed hospital
staff members responsible for EPA to investigate the current state of learning of candidates and how
to instruct candidates. Moreover, it was found that even if the EPA nursing candidates pass the National
Nursing Examination, the EPA nurses do not have enough ability to respond appropriately to patients.
Finally, I examine what Japanese language teachers can do in the nursing field and propose learning

design approaches for Japanese language teachers in the nursing field.
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