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A Report on Honorific Phrases in Japanese Language Textbooks at

Elementary Schools during the Japanese Occupation of the
Korean Peninsula (1910 - 1945)

Seishi IKEDA!"

Abstract

During Japan’s occupation of the Korean Peninsula, the various Governor-Generals gave
instructions to make the local school children learn honorific Japanese language phrases at elementary
schools. The local children used Japanese language textbooks. A very limited number of, but helpful for
governing, honorific phrases in the textbooks were learned for four years at elementary schools during
the thirty-five years of Japan’s rule. The honorific phrases were necessary at every aspect of their lives
such as when talking to parents, classmates, and teachers. The relevant Japanese Educational
Department published the elementary school textbooks in the Japanese language. What they aimed at
was to make the school children behave politely and obediently in Japanese to their elders as well as the
Japanese rulers. Moreover, they were expected to be respectful not only to their elders but also to their
classmates or even people younger than them.

As the international situation became more tense and conflict broke out between Japan and China
(as well as other powers), the importance of the Korean Peninsula as the supply base for Japanese
military materials and manpower became more apparent. The escalation in tensions also caused the
Japanese rulers to deprioritize education by reducing government spending and granting less attention to
the teaching of honorific Japanese. The number of Japanese language lessons (including honorific
Japanese lessons) was reduced. By doing this, the initial objective of teaching honorific phrases to local
school children was sidelined. The opportunity to comprehensively teach respect to others including all
people, young and old, men and women, was arguably lost.
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Fig. 1 Honorific phrases frequencies in the textbooks of Japanese language at elementary schools in the Meiji era.



[z Loz, FFFAGEL £, 3T,
<HRRIZZE D 725 > B LYEHGED AIEN T2
bDROTH D, WHBERIKIZNOFEIZ XL D
&, TAEGEITITE R b bnigs, BE
200 ZAMMBIRFEIZ—RIL L, BAIR405 2 A1
IFENE TCORLNRERGEE 72 [,/ 2~
RED] ZLOLSIEE LT, TO%ETE
THEHTSHIZES> TN D, |

RO OFTINL, KNIZBWT B~ Db
DEINOEZ LB LT, BB ClOMGEE
Bl ERloTnsZ LB LTS, EHICKI
Mo T/ T~I2hesd | DEFFEEERLEE I,
ZOEENK SN TS Z L RGAEND, K%
WLT, WENEEZL O XG L LTI Z 5
FREIZ I 1T D A RHIT 3 B A Bh B Al 72 254
FERNTL 08, EHIREEHE =L, F
BRO—BTHDENZHOW T HHGEEEHHATS, Wb
D5 HENEHHIENMEH SN THHETH D,

wpla &3, #24 [HHKX))
NAEAN X B EZ2A ~ B I
70T Whol®d OTT,

WIEHBIZB W THEEFEPME L, FNLED
THERE~NREZL DY 2 ENRERS LTV L
HEid, g5 (1997) 1%, Nk (1974) #51H L,
FHEICK L CHGEZ AT 2 D1ERIZUHE AR
WAL A LTV D &V D IMEED 23471 A FB I LT
%o SUERA TE R 73 B PN LA A 1k % [ E R T H
D AN Z EE, MK, FNOANWE & TIEWT
RNEWVNI L= ED L DONIRNHIEN S D Z L %
SCERE DR TV Z LB ERT B,

ZDO—T, HEENTFEARICA-TLS S, T
Z#p & B D,

s (&2, Hl16 x4 1~))
Ry N RTHr =, axTF
T avIanT AXEX <X

e (&7, H4 N5
EHBEIAILSTZLTWNEZENT
DFED, WTFED F LI,

AN

2B

FHISITFEFIC L > TIHRB LT W& R E
L7 ET, Bz LT I~TneE<) v
o [FEEOWGE] O—>ThouEELMHEHN L TV
% o fAI6I A 56 D A FEEM L O TH S ORI
LT I~LTWeE<] Z2HL TS, FF
(2018) 12k DL, MABIRIZE T, HFEHHEMX
DB ZFERHTT R O _OOFEE O T T L
B2, 830 5 CIEFiA T OfRE SR A B IRt L,
HEIHIY, HGE HGEEAMEE L2 EmE
D2 ENPE TV D, BE TR Z LR 5,
WEOIEMOBBETTEL TWWDOTHA I,

WHNAEEND (O L) TORHLEL FRO
WY Tho,

“=H =~ A7 AFY A R =
Yx~vH, Y ATV A~
7 AT AvY = FUwvH,

wplen GE £ 5 HHTHHF] (2B T HRHESCEIT T
RO TH D,

(HIlS) FERBPH AL TE LTV
T, 2 LHOEDETIFVICE E L, KO
WITRLE b DfFolchnt, RERbDi ko
OTITENVET,

FREOOMESCEL, WEO B EAIEN ST
RSB LI WGHEREE WO HISR LT 50, I
Eov ) TEEEMEOMN ], [EERO UK EDH
EREEEREZEONR VD —D2THSTZOTHA D,
BT E DMK E L VRN, BMESCERRL, &
FIEy, BEMAOEMEZERESEZVT5Z
LT, HEEOEENDNER I D EBbvsS, £
7o, W OBEERLDET - ORI BHEAR
ThHDITK LT, &2 (1FAEEY) TIEERT,
&3 QFEAERTE) TIR26RRT8IR T, BT (HFEARTH)
TIR26RHF 2B CHIRA R SN TER Y, FHENED
IZONT, T - OLDBRETLITBITL TN D,

—J, K2OHGEEA SREMERN R T LB,
RRREE L EGEE O SR 2 e, RIS E K
DIINS N, T2 ERE & GEEO N X0 FERHICAR
D HHGEEE DR SIZEREK L THWDHDTHA I,



~LHT/HL LT3 ~ (2 /10) 85 ~T#ELET? ~TWwiz7zK B/ T~3%
W58 0 0 0 0 0
W&7 0 2 0 1 0
&6 0 0 0 1 0
[EEE] 1 1 1 0 0
[1%&4 3 1 0 3 0
M%3 2 1 0 0 0
W2 0 0 0 1 0
W1 0 0 0 0 0

K2 BE/NFEERARRESESBHREAENR

Fig. 2 Modest phrases frequencies in the textbooks of Japanese language at elementary schools in the Meiji era.
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Fig. 3 Honorific phrases frequencies in the textbooks of Japanese language at elementary schools under Japan’s

rule in the Korean Peninsula.
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Fig. 4 Modest phrases frequencies in the textbooks of Japanese language at elementary schools under Japan'’s rule

in the Korean Peninsula.
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