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Abstract

This paper is a report on visits to a number of villages in Hunan Province, the People’s Republic of
China in October 2018 and October 2019. In collaboration with the Institute for China Rural Studies at
the Central China Normal University, several interviews of elderly residents living in these villages were
conducted. Given that only a small amount of the post-1949 first-hand resources on rural China are
freely available to foreigners at least for the time being, oral information regarding the villager’s daily
lives are of great value to academics trying to sketch a picture of modern Chinese history.
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