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A Study on the Dwelling Life of the Returnees from China

—A Case of People Living in the Stricken Area of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake:
In Contrast with People Living in Kyoto—

Zhao PiNG and Reiko MACHIDA

Graduate School, Nara Women'’s University, Nara 630-8506
* Faculty of Human Environment, K yoto Prefectural University, Kyoto 606-8522

The purpose of this study is to examine the current living conditions and major problems faced by
the returnees from China and their families. This paper discusses the conditions and problems faced by
the returnees in Hyogo which was devastated by the Great Hansin-Awaji Earthquake, while referring to
some cases in Kyoto.

The survey results are as follows: Less than 70 % of the returnees in Hyogo are accommodated in
public housing, which may be compared to more than 90% in Kyoto. Those returnees who live in Kyoto
are more satisfied with their houses and communities than their counter-parts in Hyogo. Differences in
lifestyle and customs as well as language difficulties seem to affect strongly their level of satisfaction.
For improving their living conditions, it is of prime importance to advise them on how to adjust to live
in Japan, learning the differences between Japan and China. Facilities must also be provided to
returnees in learning Japanese.
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