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TAKASHIMA Yuko

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the relation between the Medical-Care Utilization Co-
operatives Movement and the formation of the National Health Insurance System. The research
on the history of the formation of the National Health Insurance System has focused only on the
process of establishing the National Health Insurance Law. Although we can confirm the impor-
tance of the National Health Insurance Vicarious Association by the Medical-Care Utilization Co-
operatives, this process fulfilled the popularization of the National Health Insurance System. With
regard to the history of the Medical-Care Utilization Co-operatives Movement, there is common
view that the stage of development of it own. However, that view only discusses the form of the
organization of the Medical-Care Utilization Co-operatives, and never discussed its function. How-
ever, it is not possible to position the Medica-Care Utilization Co-operatives Movement in the Na-
tional Health Insurance System formation process in the analysis of the process of this develop-
ment. Accordingly, the following points are examined in this paper. First, the stages of the devel-
opment of the Medical-Care Utilization Co-operatives Movement are reexamined. Secondly, 1
have argued that importance of the Medical-Care Utilization Co-operatives Movement as a histori-
cal premise of the formation of the National Health Insurance System.
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