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Reconsideration of Economic Factors for Emigration to Manchuria
KOBAYASHI Shinsuke

Abstract

This paper shows that the Japanese emigration to Manchuria was not mainly for poverty rea-
sons of the rural area. By using the case of Nagano prefecture, it has been clarified that the rural
elite played the most important role in recruiting the reclamation groups for Manchuria. Thus,
the widely accepted view, which stressed the influence of poverty for such emigration should be
reconsidered.

Chapter one analyzed the suppression that took place in the 1930s, against the left-wing social
movements. This kind of suppression composes the important historical background of the Man-
churian emigration movements and was the reason for the selective allowance of future move-
ments in accordance to the state policy of the time.

Chapter two demonstrated that the relationship between economic factors and the ratio of rec-
lamation group members to Manchuria could not be found. When taking a closer look of group
emigration on a village level, it was found that the influence of the rural elite in recruiting villag-
ers was more essential than economic factors.

In conclusion, the reason of Japanese emigration to Manchuria should not be explained by the
poverty of rural area, it should be explained rather by leadership of rural elites which harmo-
nized with state policy.

Key Words
Manchurian Emigration Movements, Rural Elites, Left Wing Social Movements, Economic Fac-
tors
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