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A Framework of Conversation Analysis of the Japanese Expression 'Sou-desu-ne’
from an Ethnomethodological and a Psychological Points of View.

Hirokazu YOSHIMURA

ABSTRACT
Recently 'Sou-desu-ne’ (‘yes', ‘that could be so...', and ‘well, let me see...' as translated in English)
is used so frequently in Japanese conversation that it is difficult to identify the meaning. It can
express not only agreement but mild disagreement. Its meaning extends from the positive to the
negative according to the situation. The topic can be analyzed from a linguistic point of view, but
in this article I discussed. the expression from an ethnomethodological and a psychological view
point.

In ethnomethodology which is a school of sociology originating from phenomenology, the phrase
'Sou-desu-ne' could be regarded as a tool to start the response in the <question-response> pair. I
proposed the function of the phrase should be identified as a "shock absorber", and is different
from the similar function "filler", such as ‘Anoh’ or 'Eeto’. In order to examine the expression from
a psychological point of view, two experimental methods are suggested: one is factorial analysis
and the other is single-S approach. In the final section, I proposed the systematic collaboration of
the two disciplines of ethnomethodology and psychology as an approach for examining everyday

conversations.
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