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Abstract

KIKUTA Utao the First was a woman who contributed to educating the Koto (%) and Jiuta (33K)
performers and saved the old music in the Osaka era. In those days, many Japanese musicians were deeply
involved with Kagai ({E#), the professional group of classical performing arts, and worked as teachers
of music and dance. However, Utao the First was not involved with Kagai, and followed her own path
by teaching at the Osaka Joshi Music School (KPR 7 & %% %) as an annex to Soai Higher Girls’
School (HE B % ¥ #) and the Osaka Municipal School for the Blind (KRBT 3L B ##). This
paper discusses the characteristics of Utao the First’s educational activities with respect to playing Koto,
based on Utao the Third’s (Z#:3¥k#E) interview and her own documents. There were similarities between
the educational activities carried out by Utao the First and Kagai, in terms of offering training to become
professionals of classical performing arts. However, there were also some differences. While Utao the First
taught in schools to educate women to be housewives and trained Koo and Jiuta musicians, Geikos (3£
) in Kagai were treated as a professionals who showcased the performing arts after a certain amount of
apprenticeship, and serving Ozashiki (33 M %, banquet), and showing a devotion to the arts in accordance
with the guidance of teachers and senior Geikos, every day. It was hypothesized that this difference in

modalities of education caused the difference between the two style of the music.

Keywords

KIKUTA Utao the First (#1135 H3kHE), to educate Koro in Taisho and early Showa era
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