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Abstract

This is a longitudinal study aimed clarifying how the national syllabus influences changes in
teachers’ beliefs. This is in order to examine why Japanese language teachers find themselves in
such diverse circumstances.

As a first step, two statistical surveys were comparatively analyzed, one conducted in 2001, the
year in which Korea's national syllabus was revised, and the other in 2013, as a follow-up to the
former.

As a result of comparing the two surveys, 20 significant differences were found out of 44 items
raised in question. Among those differences, 12 items, which are categorized into 5 groups, show
differences in parallel to the changes in the national syllabus, such as understanding the learner-
centered concept, giving fluency priority over accuracy, and affirmatively acknowledging the
teaching environment. Other changes are seen from 4 items, showing differences in teachers’
practical behavior in having confidence and taking advantage of being a non-native teacher.

On the other hand, 10 items related to tendencies that go against the policy of the national
syllabus, showing no change between the two surveys. It has become obvious that there are fixed
beliefs despite the influence of the national policy over a period of time, namely the traditional
model of the teacher as the knowledge-instructor, as well as the tendency to teach by translation

and a pattern-memorizing learning style.
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Longitudinal Study, Beliefs, Korean Secondary School Japanese Language Teachers,
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