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The Mediator Agency of Overseas students:
Empirical Research on the Chinese Students Studying in Japan Case

ZHANG Hongming

Abstract

In Migration System Theory, the mediator agency is an important area in international migration
research. However, relevant research on overseas students is still rare.

This review focused on the work of overseas students. Through this investigation and analysis, it
is hoped that a better understanding of mediator agents will be gained.
The mediator agent's work is not only profitable, but it also offers tangible services for migrant
students. The information on travel and practical planning arrangements that they offer may
possibly lower the migrant student's risk and costs.

The principal reason for this was given in the conclusion. To Chinese students, studying abroad
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is tantamount to transferring to a different ideological system. This different ideology is also linked

with the educational, income, and tax systems.

To solve this kind of confusion existing between the sending and receiving countries, the
mediator agent needs to build bridges of mutual understanding between the receiving country and
individual migrant students. Besides, mediator agents also exert great influence on the processing

of documents for migrant students.

Through the analysis mentioned above, this empirical research may offer clues on the social-
networks of migrants. Still, the “market-leading agent model” and “mutual-assistance network

model” need to be researched more thoroughly.
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