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Germany’ s Orientation Course (Orientierungskurs) :

Comparing Textbooks Used in Germany’ s Orientation Course with
Guide to Life in Japan,Intended for Use by Technical Interns

SHIMURA Megumi

Abstract

Germany has implemented an integration course (Integrationskurs), which consists
of both a language course (Sprachkurs) and an orientation course (Orientierungskurs),
covering content related to German society, politics, and culture. The orientation course uses

a textbook based on regulations (Verordnung iiber die Durchfiihrung von Integrationskursen
fiir Auslidnder und Spitaussiedler) and a curriculum (Curriculum fiir einen bundesweiten
Orientierungskurs) and is conducted with the aims of ‘generating understanding of German
state institutions’, ‘cultivating positive assessment concerning Germany’ , ‘conveying
knowledge regarding the rights and responsibilities of residents and citizens’ , ‘developing the
ability to get information independently’, ‘building societal participation capabilities’ , and
‘acquiring the ability to understand different cultures’ .

In this paper, the orientation course’ s characteristics are brought to the forefront, via a
comparison of its textbooks with Japan’s Guide to Life in Japan, a text aimed at technical
interns. Efforts of different countries, including Germany, to create and deepen understanding
of their culture, history, and society, as well as nurture tolerance for diverse cultures, also
provide suggestions and implications for Japan, which is henceforth expected to undergo an

increase in the number of foreigners permanently residing in the country.

Keywords: Germany, Integration Course, Orientation Course, Technical Interns,

Japanese Society and Calture, Integration Policies



