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Report on the Elementary Japanese Course of the
Japan-Russia Ecotourism Program
at Kanazawa University

MINE Masashi, YAMADA Akemi, Viktoriia Vovk

Abstract

Due to the coronavirus, elementary Japanese language training in the Russian Cultural
Exchange Program at Kanazawa University was forced to change from face-to-face classes
to remote on-demand courses where teacher-student interactions were reduced significantly.
This paper reports on the changes this influenced in terms of program policy, problems
regarding the preparation and implementation of program materials, the results of evaluation
questionnaires after program implementation, and their analysis. The survey showed that,
despite the on-demand format, many learners participated in the course in accordance with
the program schedule. In addition, although it was originally an ecology learning program,
many learners are interested in the Japanese language and Japanese culture, and the necessity
of learning Japanese in this program was confirmed. It was suggested that the contents of the
teaching materials should include many videos and conversation examples that clearly convey

the realities of daily life in Japan.

—118—



