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Report on Acceptance of the Bunraku Play, “Sonezaki-Shinji’
:In the Case of People from Latin Countries living in the
United States of America

KASAI Tsukasa, OYA Sonia Keiko

Abstract

This paper is a continuation of research conducted in the Dominican Republic and in Japan
published in the 24" Journal of Human and Socio-Environment Studies.

Concerning the acceptance of Japanese traditional culture, we have found important differences
in language and cultural aspects. Therefore, we have included the comments we have received and
an analysis of language and cultural differences, in addition to other aspects that were taken into
account in the previous research.

Like with previous research, a majority of the participants expressed a positive acceptance of
visual elements, such as marionettes and costumes. This result was expected since other aspects
were impossible to evaluate without a proper understanding of the Japanese language. In this study,
however, a group of participants showed interest in the production and plot of the play. Some
participants suggested the use of Spanish subtitles; without that and the plot summary, it would
have been impossible to understand the meaning of the play or the characters’ performance. Once
again, we confirmed the participants’ desire to better understand the play and, therefore, the need
for help in doing so. We believe that it would be more effective to provide a detailed explanation
of the meaning of the sounds of the shamisen, the voice of the Tayu, and the scene when the two

lovers agree to commit shinju (love suicide).
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[Los pasos a seguir son los siguientes:
Primero, lea el resumen de la obra.

Segundo, vea la obra. Puede verificar el
resumen de la obra mientras lo esti viendo
asi como también puede ir tomando notas.
Tercero, después de ver la obra escriba en el
ordenador sus comentarios sobre la parte que
encontré interesante, cémica o divertida, asi
como sobre la parte que encontrd aburrida o
insipida. Escriba qué parte, de qué manera y
por qué lo encontré interesante, cémico o
divertido. Proceda hacer lo mismo con la
parte aburrida o insipida. Escriba libremente
de manera espontanea por 5 minutos.]®
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