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Abstract

It is believed that classical music’s value lies in its “beauty” and that values of the
culture and its tradition form its identity. However, social evaluation of other music
activities such as music therapy and music volunteer groups has not been undertaken,
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even though these activities have recently proliferated.

These musical activities do not conform to cultural paternalism. They raise the

question whether the nation or the specialist should present art to the people,
challenging the traditional cultural policy about music education. Thus, the recent

activity of music therapy and music volunteer groups sparks a debate.

However, little research has yet addressed the practice of music therapy and music

volunteer groups. Therefore, I conducted fieldwork to examine the practice of music

volunteer groups. In this study, I clarify the motivation of group members on the basis

of the information derived during the fieldwork. I also discuss the contrast between the

specialist-driven music presentation model and traditional paternalism.
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music volunteer, paternalism, west-centricity, cultural relativism, cultural volunteer
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