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A Study on Outdoor Education in Japan
-Influence by Great Britain, Germany, and America-

YAMAWAKI Ayumi

Abstract

It is said that the concept of outdoor education in Japan is based on America. Although it

has been influenced by America since the 1950’s, outdoor education activities had been a part

of Japanese education since the early 1900s, including mountain-climbing, hiking and school

excursions. This study investigates the nature of outdoor education in Japan from the 1900s

until the present by analyzing earlier researches on outdoor education. The result indicates that

Japanese outdoor education was influenced by Great Britain and Germany as well as America

until 1980. Specifically, Japanese outdoor education was influenced by British boy scout activities
from 1910 to 1920 and by the German youth movement Wandervogel from 1920 to 1930.
AlthoughWorld War I curtailed Japanese outdoor education, it came to be deeply influenced

by America thereafter and has continued to develop on the model of American organized camping.
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