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Abstract

This research investigates how local collections of everyday objects are formed by
collectors and contributors in the local living context. It starts with questions learned from the
current situation of mingu collections in Japan: how are everyday object collections formed in
local communities? Why do everyday object collections fail to maintain their value? Following
the concepts of lifecycle and functions of things by Schiffer and employing the hypothesis that
collecting is collection-making and place-making, this research seeks to clarify the mechanism
of collecting in terms of interactions among collectors, contributors, and objects in the local
living context, as well as the meanings of the collection to the community.

Through the ethnographical survey and analysis of everyday object collections in the Noto
peninsula and Ifugao Province, the ways local people contributed to the collection were found
to be influenced by their everyday relationships with objects. Through the analysis of
place-making, seven kinds of places composed of collected everyday objects were found to have
social meanings. Moreover, collecting appeared to be a way where collectors and the
community reform relationships with things from the past. These features of collecting are
only possible because of the ideo- and socio- functions of these collected everyday objects.

However, the meanings and functions of these collections are so unstable that many local
everyday object collections are endangered. Meanwhile, it was found that recovery and
discovery of functions of closed museum items occur through cases in Noto, and a new trend of
preservation of family heritage was elucidated through cases in Ifugao. Finally, to preserve
and utilize local everyday object collections, it is suggested that we need to focus more on

collecting data and information on the objects for diverse perspectives of culture and the past.
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Everyday Object Collections Formed by Collectors and Contributors in the Local

Living Context: An investigation on background of the collecting and functions of
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