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The Drumming Competitions in Noto, Ishikawa :
Non-Japanesque, and Non-Exotic Local Culture

NOZAWA Toyoichi NISHIJIMA Chihiro

Abstract

The “Wadaiko (Japanese drum) boom” that began in 1970's is still active in Japan. Recent
studies have revealed two crucial points in wadaiko culture. One is that overseas attention has
nurtured the new Japanesque style of “Sosaku daiko (compositional/creative drum),” which
contains Japanese culture. The other points out the exotic attention within Japan, and that it
has changed the traditional performing art of taiko into one that has adopted exoticism. This
means that the external attention is essential for nurturing contemporary wadaiko culture.
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Our field research in the Ishikawa prefecture in 2009 revealed a variety of drumming groups

and their activities. Moreover, we were able to see the effects of foreign attention almost

everywhere we went. However, there was an exception in Noto: a series of drumming competi

tions called “taiko uchi kyogi kai” These are held five times a year; drummers come from

all over Noto, and the competition lasts until midnight. Interestingly, although the size of the

event is quite large, the competitions are almost unknown outside the local population. This

fact indicates that these competitions are different from other forms of taiko culture that are

either Japanesque, or exotic, or both. This study describes the actual competitions and their

contexts, and then attempts to examine what makes this rather unique local culture possible.
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