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The Possibility of a Multicultural Society in Regional Cities : A Survey
on Consciousness and Behavior of Residents in Kanazawa City
TAWARA Kimi

Abstract

The number of foreign residents has been increasing in Japan since the mid-1980s, and numer-
ous studies have been conducted related to multicultural society. These studies however focused
mostly on areas in Japan with high concentration of foreign residents, and not many have been
done in areas with lower concentration of foreign residents so far.

Data is collected in this study through questionnaires in a regional city, Kanazawa. The pur-
pose is to examine the possibility of a multicultural society in areas with lower concentration but
growing population of foreign residents. The questionnaires focus on the interaction between
Japanese residents and foreign residents in Kanazawa.

The findings of this survey suggest that : (1) Most Japanese residents in Kanazawa have a
positive attitude towards interaction with foreign residents. (2) Japanese residents who interact
more often with people(both Japanese and foreigners) in their neighborhood tend to have a
more positive attitude towards interaction with foreign residents. (3) Those who show such posi-
tive attitude also tend to think that it is important to eliminate their prejudice towards foreign
residents.

This study therefore suggests that in order to cultivate a multicultural society, the local govern-
ment or community could consider promoting the interaction among all Japanese and foreign
residents when implementing their plans or policies to improve neighborhood relations in a mul-
ticultural neighborhood.
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