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On the Notion of the God’s Soul in the Theory of Heraclitus
~From the Viewpoint of Heraclitus’ Theory of Soul~
YAMADA Tetsuya

Abstract

In this paper, I'll show the similarity between fire and soul in Heraclitus’ Theory, and find
what the God’s soul which Heraclitus thought is, based on the similarity.

In the saying of Heraclitus, fire has the name of logos. Logos, in Heraclitus’ theory, means
the oneness of contrasting contents which is symbolized by lyre or arrow. In fact, Heraclitus
thought the fire is homeostatic and has two contrasting contents, flare and extinguishment. It
means that Heraclitus' fire is symbolic of the oneness of contrasting contents. And, Heraclitus
thought human soul has two contrasting conditions, drying and moistening, and the drier human
soul is superior to the moister soul in all aspects. Fire and human soul both have two contrasting
contents in it. Therefore, I think it is not impossible to find similarity between the two.

In addition, Heraclitus said what human beings ought to be is to follow the universal thing.
The universal thing is the fire and to follow the universal thing means to follow the fire. Strictly
speaking, in this case, to follow the fire means to follow the situation of flare in two contrasting
contents which fire has. In human soul, to follow the flare is that the soul is dry. But in Heracli-
tus’ theory, the thing, like lyre and arrow, which has two contrasting contents break, if the one
of the two contrasting contents makes up 100% and overpower the other. In sum, perfect dry
condition of human soul brings down the crash of human soul, though dry condition is what hu-
man soul ought to be.

Here is the point to find the God's soul in Heraclitus' theory. I attempt to interpret the perfect
dry condition of soul which is unrealizable in human soul as what the God's soul is.
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