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On the Definition of Virtue in Meno
YAMADA Tetsuya

Abstract

As described at the beginning of Meno, the subject of it is “how is the virtue gained”. In process of
the consideration of the subject, Plato insists on the superiority of knowledge to true belief, with the

metaphor of Daedalus’s statue. Nevertheless, Plato says “virtue is not knowledge”, from the point of
view that knowledge can be taught but virtue can not be taught. What did Plato identify virtue with in

Meno?

In this paper, I will focus on the text after 86¢4 and intend to identify the notion of virtue in Meno
with true belief, from the three viewpoints, “it is useful or not”, “it can be taught or not” and “what is the

origin of it”.
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