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Why Parmenides used the form of Poetry and

introduced the element of Goddess into it
YAMADA Tetsuya

Abstract

For many scholars, the main subject is "being” and their question about it is “what is it" or
"what is", when they refer to Parmenides. Certainly I agree that "being (or be)" is the most
important subject for Parmenides, and I will not complain about it. But, it is the fact that many
scholars don't have paid attention to the elements of Poetry and Goddess in theory of Parmenides,
because of their too much attention to "being".

Certainly Xenophanes, predecessor of Parmenides, poeticized his theory, and some extant
remains say, Thales described his cosmological theory in the way of Poetry. Therefore, to
poeticize something in itself was not unusual at that time, But the different point of Parmenides
from his predecessor is that the Goddess, transcendent being, is introduced to his Poetry and
Parmenides himself keep quiet and just listen to her. About his different point from his
predecessor, it is meaningful to ask "why".

Why did Parmenides use the form of Poetry to express his doctrine and why did he introduce
the Goddess to his Poetry, these two points are the main subject of this paper.

First, I refer to some predecessors about this problem in chapter one and two and make clear
that what kind of interpretation on doctrine of Parmenides, their assertion based on.

In chapter three, I mainly refer to the element, Goddess, from a point of view of "not be". And
I interpret the Goddess as transcendental being to say "not be" which human beings cannot say
about and read cognitive necessity into the element, the Goddess.

In chapter four, referring to Plato, Hesiod, and Homer, I consider cuitural background about
Poetry at that time. And I insist as the cultural background about Poetry that people of that time
considered Poetry as the thing which is made by the chain relation to God (or Goddess) and read
cultural necessity into Poetry of Parmenides, based on it.

In these days, Poetry and Goddess in the doctrine of Parmenides are interpreted as the thing to
have no relation to the substance of his theory. But, I think, it is "must” for Parmenides to use the
form of Poetry and to introduce the Goddess into it.
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BT, #hzlluaZ eiclafitind 7L
o, oML EOFET, LV SEAC
HIZMDOFERFES LV TN LR
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1) Fr.lKi
{rmoL toi pe pépovoty, oov T &m Bupdg ikdvor,
TEpROV, Enel p' £g 080v Biicov rOA DOV Eyovoou
Saipoveg, {f kand navt dom @épel £iddTa parTar
Tt PEPOUNV TijL YGp HE TOAVPPOOTOL YEPOV ITMOL
Gppa miTaivovoa, kobpan ' 030V TyEpOVEVOV.
GEwv &' &v xvouewy iel obpryyog duthy
aibdpevog (dowis yap Ensiyeto Svartoiow
xOxAOIG GLpotépaBev), G1e onepyoioTo mépTELY
‘HMdideg xodpon, mpodimodoon Sdporto Nuktdg,
€15 POOG, MAGUEVEL KPOTWV GO XEPOL KEADTTPOG,
€vBa wohon Nuktog e kol "Huondg eiot kehehBwv,
Kot opag DnEpBupov apeic Exel kot Aduvog obBOS:
vt 8 aiBépon mATivion peydhoiet Bupétporg:
0V 8¢ Aikn modbroLvog ExeL kKATBogG dgoois.
v 81} mopedpevon kodpon poooiot AdyoloLy.
reioav Emppadémg, g opLy Bokavetov Oxfiot
Gtepémg MoElE TUALWY Bmo* ol 3 Bupétpav
Yo' diyovig moincay SvamTipevon TOAVYGAKOUG
GEovag v otpLyEy dpoPodov eidifaocon
YOOI KOk TEPOVIMIOLY GpnpdTe: Tht pa 8t abtéev
180g £xov kolpon Kot GpOELTOV Gppor Kod TToug,.
KXol pe 6ed pogppwv vredeEoto, xelpa SE xewpl
Sekrteptiv Elev, (de 8 Enog pito ko pe Tpoondia:
@ xobp' &BovETOLeL GLUMOPOS VIGYOLOLY,
{nrowg 1ol OE PEPOLVOLY ikdvev TETEPOV 8D,
xoip', nel ob1L o polpo: Kok mpobRepne véeoBon
VS 086V (h Yop &’ dvBpdmwy &xtdg Thtov EoTiv),
GG BEpIG TE Bikm TE. Yped 3¢ o TAvTo, TUBEBo
Tpév "AAngeing ebkukAgog drpepis fyrop
7Ot Bporidv S6E0g, Tolg ovK Ent ToTIG GATENG.
&AL Epng kol tabro padioeo, dg T Soxodvio
xpitv Soxijueg Etvan Sit movTdg eV, TEPDVTCL
2) ¥ Ixodpog TH 3. 7V AT A RF2BG D
WATILANC DIEFICH I 2T B LS4
THLOWRERLET 2, ZhOR, 7N AZFT R
DOFOHUS, VAT AAGRRIENCRT LS
BERE VY, COFEFIG VAT ANLGE
BRL TR THS S,
3) cf. A History of Greek Philosophy, vol.2. p.10
4) cf. Kirk, G. S., E.l1 Raven and M. Schofield, The Pre-
socratic Philosophers, 2d ed. p.243

5) cf. Mourelatos, A. P. D. The Route of Parmenides,
p.39

6) MourclatosEl HDMFEIC O ZFDE I L HERH N
0%, POV AT AR R L VI BELIY
BARDERIEYOWenTH S,

Owenid, RussellhsIECHR o> M i1 % HER 3 5 B
IRFDT7 S5 AMEIL VS AR LT
WM E OB 6, VAT ADIH
51 {FHEIDERTHRRL, ZoXHE LTINS
CERERDIENTEL DI ZWHBIAAL,

7) cf. Gallop, D. Parmenides of Elea, pp.6-7

8) cf. Curd, P. The Legacy of Parmenides Eleatic Mo-
nism and Later Presocratic Thought,, p.19

9) Fr.2 M
el §' ay' Eydv épéo, kdpoo 8t ob pdbov dkoboog,
olinep 080t podvon SikAondg eior vofioon
T pEv Gmog oLy 1€ kai dg odK on 1 etvea,
MeBoig o kéAevBog (AAmBEIN Yo Snndel),
11 8' g oVK EoTv TE KO (g YpedY EoTt PNy Etvan,
v & ot ppdlo novamevBin Eupey dToprdv:
obte yip Gv yvoing 70 e i) £0v (00 Yop AVLeTOV)
obte gpdioong,

10) Fr.3 {3
.. TO Yép abTd VgLV E0TiV TE KOl EtvoL.

11) Fr.4
Aedooe &' G anedvio vomt napedvia. Befoiwg:
oL YO amoTLiiEEr 10 £0v 0D EvTog Exeaton
olite oXLOVGEVOV TAVTIL TAVTIG KOLTH KOO|LOV
olite cuvwiaTdpevov.

12) Fr.5MX
Euvov SE pot éory,
onndBev dpfmpon: 161 yop méAy Eopon obBig,

13) Fr. 6 BUSCHife
XP1 1O AEYELV TE VOELV T £0V Ejpevon: E6TL Y Eivou,
widev &' obx Eomiv 1t 6 €Y@ Ppleodon Gvaya.

14) Fr. 8 ik
povog &' £ 1bBog 6oio
Aeineton dxg Eomiy: ToroTm §' €ml ofpot’ Ecor
TOAAG PO, GG ByéviTov €0V Ko avdAedpdy otry,
gom yap obAopnelés T kol dapepds 1 drédectov-
ovd¢ mot' 1iv oLd' Eoton, £rel Vv EoTiy OO @y, 5
£v, ouvexég Tiva Y0 Tévwav Silnceon aTod;
wit OBV bENBEV; 018’ £ ) £6viog édioow
@aodon ¢’ 0LSE voeLV: 00 YOP PoTdV 0VSE vonTdv
£omLy Gmwg ok Eot. T &' G v xai ypéog wpoev
Yotepov 1) npoobev, 10D undevig apEdyevov, ¢dv; 10
obuwg 7 myLrov IEAEvoN gpedv EoTiv §j ovyi.
ovdE ot Ek p) B6vTog SpRoeL Rtiatiog oy g
yiyveoBoi T mop' dedr Tob elvexev obte yevéoBou
ot GAhvoBon aviike Alkn yohdooca nESmoy,
AL Exer 1 8t kpioig nept wobtwv &v 1’ oy 15
gonv {j oux Eoniv- kéxprton 8 obv, donep dviryxn,
TV HEV £GvV avinTtov avisvopov (o yop GANBIg
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Eomv 656¢), Thv §' dote MEAELY KO ETHTUHOY ELVOL.
g 8 Gy Emert adloLto E6v; midg &' v ke YEvorto,
€l yop &yevt, obx Eo1(L), 00d' el mote péAAEL Eoeobon. 20
UG YEVEOIG PEV GméoBeEcTon Kol dueTog SAe8pog.
oVOE Bronpetov oLy, EREL MAV EoTLY OpLoloV:
oLdE T T pdAdov, 10 kev eipyor v cuvexechon,
oU3¢ TL xELpOTEPOY, ThV §' ENmAedv EoTiv £dviog.
1L EuvexEg Tay Eatiy: €0V Yap eovn mehdlet. 25
abtdp dxivirov PeydAmv év eipaat SESpudv
£omv dvopyov GRocToV, ENEL YEVESLS Ko OAEBpOg
TiAe PO’ ErAGyBnoa, andoe Sk TioTg GANDNG.
TOWTOV T €V TrLTDL TE PéEVOV Ko’ E0rVTO TE KETTO
xobrwg Elredov obBt péver kpoteph) Yop ‘Avirykn 30
neipotog Ev Seopoioy ExEL, TO v Gueig E€pyer,
obvekey oK GTeAedTnIOV 10 £0V 881G Elva
EotL yop ovk Emdeveég: flun] ov &' dv mavtog £deito.
ToOTOV 8 £07T1 VOELY TE KOl OUVEKEY EOTL VOO
0% véip Gvev 10D Eovrog, &v M megomopévoy Eoty, 35
gLpMoELg TO Voeiy: 00BEV Yap <ij> Eonwv T| EoTon
820 mipel 100 Ebvrog, £mel 10 ye Molp' enédnoev
ovAov dxivioov T Epevon T nivt Svop(ar) Eoton,
Sooo Bpotol xatéBevTo NEROIBGTEG Evon CANGH,
YiyveoBod 1€ ko SAAvodon, eival T kol ovxi, 40
KOl TOmov CAAGOGELV S10 TE XpOaL PovOV OEiBELY.
ol €nel nelpog TOHaTov, TETEAEOHEVOV E0TL
TGvTOBEV, EDKDKAOV OPaipng EvoAiykiov Gykot,
HEcoBeY ioonoAég aviny 10 Yap obte T petlov
obte T Boudtepov meAEvon xpedv o TiL ff Th 45
ofite yap odk £0v Eomt, 1O KeV ForboL iy iKveicHon
gig Guov, obT Eov EotLy Hrwg €in xev £dviog
T péAAov TiL &' Nooov, Enel ndy oty JovAow:
ol y&p navtoBeY 100V, dui &v nEipaor xipel.
£V T 001 aHw MOTOV Adyov H0E vonua 50
dpgpig ddneeing
15) Burnet, J. Early Greek Philosophy, pp.189-95(Z 143,
20034F (= Kessinger Publishing 5 L& h e ) 7Y
Y MEOR—JHTH D)
16) Gallop, D. Parmenides of Elea, p.20
17 R=nD &5 A, NS S%kTo
EEMBEL LS, BBy D, LTFAARRICHNRT
bbb, ThYz, COTKTEIMNLERIEE2HE
THRBMZLBE LTIROIEOLS (/MO
LATVRLEVSIZLTHS,
18) Mourelatos® 7 F Z MZEC B L T3, Mourela-
tos, A. P. D. The Route of Parmenides, pp.279-84% 2 i,
19) &, CCTHELTVEREIAMNR - TS
DIZADTHF A METaranHHFH TH S Parmenides:
a text with translation, commentary, and critical essays,
pl7ICHEL TV 3,
20) cf. Mourelatos, A. P. D. The Route of Parmenides,
p.60
2) COBMETAT 2 v A TIOW23E W S
hTWV3, CIT, AT2v LV RADLTHHF

aRA T, AFaveyALHILSLVEIRICE
DhaEE, HORDOEIHAI>THEHNE SHhT
ANET B, ZOFRR, HOWMOWRZFORESE
A, P TREOHOBEMHIDORTHSE
LI DTH B,

22) cf. Quine, W. V. O. From a Logical Point of View 9

Logico-Philosophical Essays, p.2

23) ST THWL TR &0 D F M, HAHU 0578

THHAILERTVZHDTHDEH LV, FHEGMMA
FICHL TR MBI T, ABICBY
THRERIBED & S BRI ENDODO, b L%
VWA, C O, EBEOCHICHER S T B TS
DBERG KRS >TIEM LS HHEEH0 S
P N N

24) 77 b TS TE104 3 M HIT596b6-10
VIIT A
(L2AT, ThbEhFLsOoVDHDFETRAEL
», Thbb, VEOZOORADZhENREMHES
A, 2O<EM> A TFTICHENIETT, 24
PUDDLEHE—FIIERAFEMD, TN %E
BDTHH>T, ThoDHBER LI IDTHS,
D bDICDOTHREBREDIE, L, RELS,
KEM>ZDHDIZD0TE, MADS bilt—AZ
hefa 3LV DiEhs, ESLTESI LS
TE &I CalosC RN
9%
OVKODV Kol EUBoEY AEYELY GTL O Srpuiovpyog ExaTEpov
100 oxebovg Tpdg ThY iEay PAEMLY 0hTw TOIET O PEV TiG
KAMvog, 6 8& tog Tpomélo, aig Muels xpouebor, kol TOAAL
Korudt To T, o0 Yap Tov THY Y av adTv Srpuovpyel
0V3ELG TV dpiovpY@VP TR Yap;

25) 75 2T 4 A R EY729a2-3
HL O ZOFEHMLIRE BDTH Y, VIEEHTS
KR LOTHEES, COWEHEHKED D
CEHLA0RWS»TY, (175 b 2li12] 4
B, AOLARFER)
/1874
&l pev 81 xaddg oty 8¢ 6 kbopog 8 T dnuioupyds
AryoBde, Sfov (g Tpog 1O didiov EBrenevp

26) bz, 2OV AT AFSHHTH LIRS LBTH
LOHOUIZERLTIOHHITH S5kl
ExBELTSY, ZOBICE, OB 50
WAZTFAGAB 2B i fEHELTESL
RhE ok,
ek s, IHIEFHCTANIE LTHohic &S
L7-Bar, BoWRos =7 AoRMENG
FHIEWMLTHY, KV AZFRETHFHILFHU &
ITHHda MBI EHEZLILDITER
{E->TLEIDTHS,

27) Plato, o, 533D-E3% %4 f& i i 3¢
£om YOp T00T0 TEXVN HEV
0VK GV Topd 6ot Tiept ‘Oppov £V A£YELY, O vOVaT) EAEYOV,
Beio 8& Sbvoylig T) oe Kuvel, donep €v T Aibw fiv Evpr-



114

AN &SRB B4

2007. 9

nidng pEv Mayviiny dvdpacey, oi 8 moAdol ‘Hpokeia.
xai yop ot ) AiBog 0 povov adrrobs Toig Saxtuiiong
aye

oG oWNPoDG, GAMY Kol SOvay EviiBnot 1ol
SaxtvAiow

ot o SivosBor TobTOV TodTo ToLEly Gmep 1 Aibog,
GAdovg

Gyewv Sokodioug, (ot EvioTte dppaBog pokpds Tevy o
piov kol SokToriny &€ AoV fiptnton: o 8 witowg
€£ éxetvig Tiig AiBov 1) SOvogug dvipriTon. ob 8E kad 1)
Modoo: £vBgoug puev oLt ardth, Su SE 1V EvBEwY vtV
AV EvBovoroGvrmy dppaBog EEapTiton. sivte Yo of
1€ TV ENDY TOMTaL ol GyoBol odK €x TEyvng GAA' EvBeot
Ovreg Kol kateyOpevor éveo TodTo vt Kot Aéyovot
TOLT| oot

28) A A TR %4 BT IR S

of vb 108" 'Holodov Koy £didakav dowdny, 22

Gpvag moyuoivord Elwdvog Do LoBéoro.

TOVdE 3¢ pe mpdmiaTe Beoid PO PiBoV EELAOV,

Moboan ‘Ohvpumddes, kobpar Awg aiydyolop 25
“gowéveg Sryporudot, kéx EAEYXED, YOOTEPEG Olov,

iSpev weddear TOAAG Aéyety it Sjtola,

Bev § e0T £0EAmyey dATBEa YrpdoaoBon.”

g Epacav Kodpoan peydhov Aldg apritneiad,

Kol pow oxfintpov Edov Sdupvng EprBnAsog Slov 30
Speyoaaan, Bmtovp Evénvevooy 8& pot addiv

6eomy, iva kKAsioyl ©& T Esobpevo Tpd T £6vio,

BEE
Bumnet, J. Early Greek Philosophy, Adam and Charles
Black Publishers, 1930. (reprinted Kessinger Publishing,

2003) .

—  TEHE Y o7 AR, BENILER, 1975.
Curd, P. The Legacy of Parmenides Eleatic Monism and
Later Presocratic Thought, Parmenides Publishing, 1998,

Diels, H. W. Kranz, Die Fragmente der Vorsocratiker

sixth edition, Berlin: Weidmann, 1951.

— IV 257 AP EE R TR
s FIthER, 1996.
Gallop, D. Parmenides of Elea, University of Toronto

Y, A

Press, 1991.

Guthrie, W. K. C. A History of Greek Philosophy, vol.2.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1978.

Hesiod, Hesiodi Theogonia Opera et Dies Scutum, ed.
Solmsen, F., Oxford University Press, 1970.

Hirokawa, Y. T~/ B AWFSEF S A 64, 1992,

Homer, Homeri Opera [ , Oxford University Press,
1920.

——, Homeri Opera IV , Oxford University Press, 1919.

— 4 U7 2 (L) FREEE, BT, 1992.

— A Fa v 7 (FIIEEEE BT,
1994.

Inoue, T. N A=F R i:l-#, 1996.

Kirk, G. S., E.1 Raven and M. Schofield, The Preso-
cratic Philosophers, 2d ed. Cambridge; New York : Cam-
bridge University Press, 1983.

V2757 ANOEEE b stk
i HA AR 22, LB R AR, 2006.

Mourelatos, A. P. D. The Route of Parmenides. New Ha-
ven: Yale University Press, 1971,

— . "X is Really Y: lonian Origins of Thought Pat-
tern”, fonian Philosophy, ed. Boudouris, 280-90.

Plato. Platonis Opera, vol.lll, ed. Burnet J., Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1903.

—. Platonis Opera, vol.V, ed. Burnet J., Oxford Uni-
versily Press, 1978.

175 N 21008 B s, by 264 ik,

1975.

1975.
Quine, W. V. O. From a Logical Point of View 9 Logico-

Philosophical Essays, Harvard University Press, 2003.

. HEBLE S WAL k) & B LT

SONTTEL, AR BN, 1902,

175 b > 1200 B g, RR L% (R,

Suzuki, T. VA ZF AT 2EHIN— (HBI1FOF
i THEHD(Z )DL >T—E HlBAEHIE,

1999,

Téran, L. Parmenides: a text with translation, commen-
tary, and critical essays, Princeton, N.J.: Princeton Univer-
sity Press, 1965



