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Yoshihide IkEDA® : Preliminary Report on Annual Activity Patterns of Snakes :

Seasonal Shift of Prey Availability of Golden Eagles in the Hakusan Range of Japan

ABSTRACT : Annual activity patterns of terrestriai snakes in the montane zone of the
Hakusan Range, Japan was studied by line transect methods from April to December, of
1978 79 and 1986-88. Thirty-five individuals of basking snakes in 4 species were obser-
ved along 913.4km of line transects. Hibernation period of the snakes was assumed from
November te April. The annnal activity pattern was unimodal with a peak in July.
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Tahle 1. Snakes observed in this study,

Japanese name Scientific name No. of observed
Aodaisho TAF4a7  Elaphe climacophora 9
Shimahebi el E. guadrivirgala 3
Yamakagashi ¥=h7i Rhabdophis ligrinus 9
Mamushi Ll Agkistrodon blomboffi 7
Unknown FAEA 7

Total 43t ' 35
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Aol oA R, BLILFROKER W LV RLNLRENSTH Y, WA
BIRIIEZNTYEW, IOZ e A )R AT )V FRAEIN - LEBREEI LN G,
7z, FH (1985) #HIWRA—/—HREHBVWTERESHRL Twd 74 Fh~E Achalinus
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Table 2. Seascnal shift of snake abundance during 1978-79 and 1986-88.

Total length of No. of observed Abundance* of

Month transect routes {km} snakes (#) snakes (#/100km)
Apr, 72.1 0 0.37
May 200.2 4 2.08

Jun. 154.2 7 10.62

Jul. 50.9 14 15.92
Aug. 40.3 2 11.38
Sep. 36.0 4 6.26
QOct. 211.7 4 2.59
Nov, 91.6 0 0.30
Dec. 56.4 0 0.00
Total 913.4 35

* Derived by biased moving average (BMA), see text.
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Fig. 1. Annual activity patterns of snakes in the Hakusan Range. Abundance levels
{open circle and solid line) are indicative of terrestrial aboveground activity.
Biased moving average (bold line) was used as a smoothing function.
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