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Emerging Process of Educational Music Appreciation in Japan: From

Appreciation as Education to Appreciation of Art
NISHIJIMA Chihiro

Abstract

The historical study of music education has to have both perspectives of those who educate,
and those who are educated. However, it is hardly done—in most cases, their perspectives are
that of educators. Moreover, those studies tend to emphasize exclusively the “ideal” side of mu-
sic education. There are roughly two reasons of this. First, education is a sacred matter—in
other words, it should be pure for students. Second, a study about art including music attaches
great importance to the idealism, not the material side. The studies in music appreciation, which

I will discuss here, have the same problem.

In this article, I focus on the “practical” and material side—especially the “tunes” which is in-
dispensable for education of music appreciation. Although various countries perform music edu-

cation, it is only Japan that has “appreciation”
those tunes were decided to be “proper ones”

as duty by the nation. Here, I am describing how
in the field of musical appreciation. By doing this,

[ aim to clarify the outlook on culture and art of the then Education Ministry and educators, and
to show that this process was notably influenced by the recording industry.
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