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What was Xenophanes in Presocratics?
: From a Epistemological Point of View
YAMADA Tetsuya

Abstract

There are comparatively many extant remains about Xenophanes. Nevertheless, he has been
interpreted in various ways, such as theologian, as poet, as physician and so on. In this paper, I
attempt to interpret Xenophanes as philosopher who recites his original theory to be based on
epistemology. The concrete process is following.

In chapter one, I reveal that there is epistemological argument at the base of Xenophanes' s
physical theory, by referring to the phrase, “X is really Y", which is used in his physical frag-
ments,

In chapter two, replacing the relation of human-beings who have different knowledge about the
cognitive object and that cognitive object by the relation of Ethiopian and Thracian knowledge
about God and that God, their cognitive object, and considering the relation of human knowledge
about the cognitive object and that object, I claim that human’ s knowledge is relative and is not
absolute. And in this chapter, I include two notions, the appearance and the reality. The appearance
is human' s relative knowledge about the cognitive object and the reality is the way which the ob-
ject is.

In chapter three, taking up Xenophanes s skeptical attitude to human knowledge, I make it
clear that he thought human beings can not reach the absolute knowledge about the cognitive
object, beyond the appearance.

And in chapter four, as the conclusion of this paper, I insist that Xenophanes should be re-
garded as Philosopher, not theologian, poet, and physician, based on his epistemological argu-
ment to which is referred from chapter one to chapter three.
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